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ARNIE FORRESTER AND GEORGE PALMER AT THE KTF RALPH HONNER ORATION DINNER WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MERREN STOCKDALE AND ALAN JAMESON 
MODEL OUR NEW BATTALION TIES AND NOW A 
SCARF FOR THE LADIES. SCARVES AND TIES 
COST$25 EACH. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CONAN BLAND , OFFICER COMMANDING 172 TSSACU PROUDLY 
INTRODUCED HIS SON ARCHIE 

                                             
  
 
 
 
 

REMEMBERING- 
  
HEIDELBERG  REPAT  
 &      
         ALTONA RSL  



	
 

 
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
 
Dear friends, 
 
I recently visited our 39th Battalion at Isurava Lines in Randwick Barracks, Sydney.  It was great 
to catch up with Lieutenant Colonel Kimberlea Juchniewicz and discuss planning for the 75th 
anniversary commemorations.  She asked me to pass on her thanks for the Kokoda Day 
pilgrimage and looked forward to attending the celebrations in 2017.   
 
 
As always the 39th Battalion is extremely busy supporting current Australian Defence Force 
operations and had just  

finished a successful combined activity with the RSL to prepare Christmas packages for all Australian troops serving 
overseas to be delivered over the Christmas period.   Well done Kimberlea and please pass on our thanks to your team. 
 
It was also pleasing to note the resurgence in interest in Remembrance Day Commemorations around Australia.  It was a 
magnificent turn out in Melbourne and Canberra.  I would be very interested to hear how members marked this most solemn 
of occasions.  Perhaps you could drop Mary Holloway a line and let us all know. 
 
Planning continues with the 2/14 Battalion, AIF Association, the 2/16 Battalion, AIF Association and the PIB/ PIR Association 
on our 75th Anniversary commemorations.  You will find an update in the “Good Guts”.  If you would like to get involved, 
please give the Secretary a call and register your interest. 
 
On a sad note, I would like to take this opportunity to note the passing of another of our precious veterans, Mick Harvey.  
May I extend my condolences and the sympathies of the committee and general membership to the Harvey  family. I would 
like to extend our sympathies to Bill Stuart on the passing of his wife Bev.  Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your 
family. I would also note the passing of Fred Crawford who was the son of Hec Crawford, one our precious veterans.  May I 
extend my condolences and the sympathies of the committee and general membership to the Harvey, Stuart and Crawford 
families. 
 
Finally, I look forward to seeing many of you at the Christmas Luncheon.  Could I ask that you indicate your attendance as 
early as possible by purchasing your ticket on the Association shop on our web-page.  Should we do not meet there, I wish 
you and your loved ones all a very happy Christmas and the best of wishes for 2017.   

Deeds not Words, 
 

 
Daryl Clarke 
President  
 
 
 
 
 

As we go to press, to our knowledge,   
we have 24 surviving 39th Battalion Veterans. 

DISTRIBUTION    - Victoria 17: Queensland 5:  NSW 1:  SA   1: 
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“To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die”; words written by Thomas Campbell in Hallowed Ground,  is surely 
proven to be true on days such as the recently observed Remembrance Day or, as it was once called, Armistice Day. 
One recalls childhood days when the world came to a stop at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month 
and we stood remembering the fallen of World War 1.  With the passing of the years the observance moved to a nearby 
Sunday and then almost disappeared.  But, like its sister ANZAC Day, it seems to be returning to a rightful significance 
for this present generation.  This year we saw record attendances at observances throughout the country with 
participants honouring faithful service in a vast litany of armed conflicts from the Boer War to the present day. 
Binyon’s Ode to The Fallen was usually recited:  “They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old; Age shall not 
weary them nor the years contemn; At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, We will remember them”.  
Is there a veteran among us who does not remember the boyish countenance of a beloved comrade who was not at our 
side as we returned home when it was all over?  We remember their youthful zest for living – perhaps even some 
larrikinism or misdemeanours – we remember their dedication and we honour their sacrifice.   
Binyon’s choice of words is interesting, and was perhaps in a way prophetic.  Why did he choose to use the word 
“contemn” which has a different meaning to the one most often, but erroneously, used?  “Condemn” means to express 
strong disapproval – the delivery of a judgment whereas “contemn” is to treat or regard with contempt. 
The Old Contemptibles of World War 1; the Chockoes of World War 2; the Vietnam Veterans and many others knew, and 
know all about “contempt” but they all overcame it and lived to bask in the glory that became theirs. Not only their digger 
mates but every Australian of every generation will carry them in their hearts for ever. Lest We Forget  

Reprinted from “The Good Guts” December 2009 



	
 

 

 
39th Australian Infantry Battalion (1941-43) Association  . . DRAFT Calendar Dates for 2016 

Month Date Time Event Location 
February Mon 1st   

Sun 7th  
Sun 21st  

10.00 
11.30 
11.00 

Committee Meeting  
Ex-POW Memorial Service  
100th Anniversary 39th Bn AIF 

Camberwell City RSL  
Ballarat 
Rangers Military Museum, Ballarat West 

March 
 

Sun 6th  
Fri 18th  
Sun 20th 

11.00 
18.00 
11.30 

AGM – Reunion Lunch 
Salute to the 39th Battalion Veterans 
Picnic lunch with 75th Squadron 

Camberwell City RSL  
Parliament House, Melbourne 
Point Cook 

April Mon 11th  
Sat 16th  
Mon 25th  

19.00 
9.00 
11.00 

Committee Meeting  
Kokoda & Beyond: PNG 42-45 
ANZAC DAY March  

Camberwell City RSL  
Camberwell City RSL  
Melb  

May Mon 9th 
Sun 15th  

19.00 
11.30 

Committee Meeting 
(Postponed) OTH – Completing the 
Vision  

Camberwell City RSL 
One Tree Hill, Dandenong Ranges N.P. 

June Mon 20th    19.00 Committee Meeting  Camberwell City RSL   
July Sun 3rd  

 
Mon 11th 

14.00 
 
19.00 

(Postponed (Nov?)) Kokoda Road 
Show 
Committee Meeting  

Camberwell City RSL 
 
Camberwell City RSL  

August Mon 1st    
Mon 8th  
Mon 8th  
Mon 8th  
Sun 14th 
Sun 14th  
 
Sun 28th  
Sun 28th  

16.00 
10.30 
13.00 
13.00 
10.30 
14.00 
 
11.00 
TBC 

Committee Meeting  
Kokoda Day 
Kokoda Day Service 
Kokoda Day Service  
Kokoda Day Service  
Kokoda Day Pilgrimage to the 
Shrine 
Healing the Wounds of War Service  
National Servicemen’s’ Kokoda 
Service  

Camberwell City RSL  
PNG – Kokoda Plateau 
Cascade Gardens – Gold Coast 
One Tree Hill, Dandenong Ranges NP 
Sherwood RSL, Queensland  
Shrine of Remembrance, Melbourne  
 
St Georges, East St Kilda  
Osborne House, Geelong  

September Sun11th 13.00 Committee Meeting  Kew RSL  
October Sat 1st 

 
Sun 16th 
Fri 14th  
Fri 21st  

11:30 
 
15.00 
1900 
1600 

Formation Day - 75th Anniversary 
Luncheon 
Committee Meeting 
KTF Ralph Honner Oration Dinner  
The Southport School Graduation 
Parade 

Baccus Marsh RSL-Cancelled 
 
Kew  
Sydney 
Southport, Queensland 

November Fri 11th  
Fri 11th  
Sun13th 
Tues 15th 

11.00 
11.00 
14.00 
18.30 

Remembrance Day Service  
Remembrance Day Service 
Committee Meeting 
Shrine Annual Dinner  

Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital  
Shrine of Remembrance Melbourne 
Kew  
Melbourne Town Hall 

December Sun 4th Noon Christmas Lunch Belgrave Sth Primary School Hall 
175 Colby Drive 
Belgrave Sth Vic 3160 

Italics = events to which Association invited   blue font= committee meetings  bold= events 39th Bn Assoc. running or helping to run 

 
 
 
 
  
 

To each of you,  Birthday Wishes for a wonderful day. 

16-Dec-20  Jack PAYNE  E AIRLIE BEACH QLD 4802 

19-Dec-20 Les ARNEL  A  MODBURY NORTH   SA   5009 

6-Jan-22  Stewart MURRAY  
H
Q MILDURA VIC 3500 

19-Jan-21 George TURNER  E CAPALABA QLD 4157 

25-Jan-19 John AKHURST  C  BENTLEIGH, VIC 3193 

From the Secretary’s Desk  



	
 

 
Dot Jardine asks to be remembered to all her friends in the 39th Association. She regrets she is not able to come 
to the Christmas lunch and hopes it is a wonderful day for all who attend. 
 
Camille Mrzyglocki, daughter of Merv Brown, V65390, B Coy, is very grateful to be receiving the Good Guts which 
keeps her in touch with the 39 Battalion. Camille and her family keep the story of the 39th alive in WA. Camile is 
very grateful for the long time she and her family were able to have her parents with them. Camille is looking 

forward to a restful holiday in Fiji with her eldest sister. She remembers with pleasure the 2012 visit Peter Holloway made 
to Mandurah to visit Merv and the good time they both had together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
v Theresa Brown, widow of Merv Brown V65390, B Coy, passed away on the 4th September 2016 after after some 

months of ill health. We extend our sympathy and colodences to Camille and all her family. 
v Clarence Edgar { Mick } Harvey who served his country as V125048, VX136024  Pte,C Coy, passed away  on 

Thursday 6th October 2016 at the age of 95. His funeral was held at Albany Creek, Brisbane on the 13th October 
at 10:30am  

v Beverly Stuart, much loved wife of Bill Stuart, passed away on the 27th October 2016. Her funeral was held on 
the 4th November at the W.D Rose Chapel, Brighton. The 39th Battalion Association was represented by Alan 
Jameson, Merren and Norman Stockdale, Heather and Alan Horsburgh and Mary Holloway.  

v Fred Crawford, son of Hercules Crawford SX1034, passed away on Thursday 3rd November 2016. Our 
condolences to his wife  and family. Many thanks to the Southport RSL for their support to the family. 

.  

  
 

 Keith Bellis Jack Duffy and Alan Moore are not keeping the best of health and we look forward to better days for 
each of them 

 Edna Duffy, Bill Mahney, John and Pat Akhurst are improving and we send them all our best wishes. 
 Max Kirwin has had some problems following a fall on  a holiday cruise. Wishing him all the best 

 
 
 
 

 Roger Marchant, Lyneham ACT-interested in military history 
George parker, Helensvale QLD.-writing a book about the 39th and 2/14 Battalions 
Paul Cleary, Vermont, VIC- Descendant of 2/14 veteran and has walked the Track 
James Downey- Geelong, VIC- Has walked the Track and eager to learn more about the 39th 
Romy Klotnick- Kyabram, VIC- Would like to support the 39th Battalion 
Jarrod Smith-NSW- Recently walked the Track with Mick O’Malley and Australian Kokoda Toursand would like to 

 support the Association by becoming a member 
Peter Wright- Brunswick, VIC- knows Mick O’Malley 

Welcome to all our new members. We look forward to seeing you at Battalion functions 

     A Sprig of Lantana    
In the jungles of Papua New Guinea where there were no red popies for the padre to use during burial services, lantana was used as the symbol 
of remembrance for a life given in the service of his country. To this day veterans of the 39th  continue to lay a sprig of lantana in memory of their 
comrades who either fallen on the battlefields or as age claims them.  
The use of the 39 Bn. Logo, when inserting a Death Notice in a newspaper, for a  39th Bn. Veteran, helps draw attention to that notice.   
In Victoria The Herald Sun & The Age both have a copy on file. In other states newspapers in the same group MAY be able to access the logo if 
requested. It is not necessary to seek permission for its use on death notices for 39th Bn members. Please contact Alan Jameson for further help 
and advice. 
The Reference Numbers which must be quoted are:    The Herald Sun  - B004      The Age  - A796 
A metal replica of the 39th Bn Badge, for use on a gravestone, is available for purchase from the Memorabilia Officer 
 

Sick Parade 

New	Members	



	
 

 
 

 
39th Australian Infantry Battalion  

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  LLUUNNCCHH    

to be held at  
 

Belgrave South Primary School 
 

175 Colby Drive,  
Belgrave South 

 
 

4th December 
 

at 11.30 AM,  

FFeeaattuurriinngg :  Visit from Father Christmas with gifts for all, 

historical re-enactment and display, 
fun and games with prizes. 

 
 

 A two course spit roast lunch with drinks provided. 
 

CCoosstt::  FREE for Veterans and their carer/driver, also for 39th Bn Widows, 

 $30 per head for members and their guests. 
children under 4 free . . .  children between 4-10 years 1/2 price. 

 
Bookings are ESSENTIAL,  

and can be made via our  
online SHOP which is at www.39battalion.com  

 
or by ringing Merren at 0408 592 608  

 
***Bookings MUST CLOSE  27TH November    

 

NNoottee:: If you could offer transport or require transport please ring Merren, 0408 592 608 and she 

will try to connect you with someone in your area.  
 
Merren Stockdale  (events@39battalion.com)  



	
 

RECRUITS NEEDED 
 Kitchner sought men but we need both men and women 

 
THE ASSOCIATION  

NEEDS 
MEMBERS TO JOIN THE COMMITTEE 

 

IT COULD BE YYOOUU!!  
 
 

Nominations for election to the 
Committee at the Annual Meeting 

close on the 17th January 2017  
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 SUNDAY 26TH FEBRUARY 2017 
ANNUAL MEETING AND LUNCH 

CAULFIELD RSL 
 Please contact the Secretary secretary@39battalion.com for details 

 
 

 
THE RSL SALUTE 

 
In London on Armstice Day in 1920 during the ceremony to unveil and dedicate the Cenotaph in Whitehall, a funeral 
procession accompanying the remains of the Unknown Soldier, which had arrived from France the previous day, was to 
halt at the Cenotaph during the ceremony before continuing to Westminister Abbey for interment. 
 
The official party included the Empire’s senior soldiers,sailors and politicans and as many Victoria cross winners as could 
be assembled. The ceremony concluded with a march past. The Regimental Sargeant Major of the Guards Regiment 
conducting the ceremony, faced with a gathering of highly decorated and high ranking military men and VC winners, all 
wearing rows of medals, decreed that all would salute the Cenotaph as they marched past by placing their hand over 
their medals, signifying that” No matter what honours we may have been awarded theyare as nothing compared with the 
honour due to those who paid the supreme sacrifice” 
 
The RSL maintains that tradition to honour the dead by placing the right hand over medals [not the heart] during a march 
past on ceremonial occasions or at a wreath lying ceremony. 
  



	
 

 
 
 

Readers are invited to writeletters to the editor for publication in The Good Guts. The views 
expressed in these letters are not necessarily the views of the Association or of the editor and the 

writer must accept all responsibility for any views expressed therein. As space is always a 
consideration the editor reserves the right to edit all submissions as may be seen fit. 

 
Dear Daryl and Malcolm, 
     A few months back, I joined the 39th Battalion Association, and have appreciated reading The Good Guts 

and receiving updates (poignant as they are, marking the passing of veterans). I have been meaning to write to you both, 
as I have an interest in the 39th that is historical rather than a family connection. I wrote my PhD on the logistics of the 
Papuan campaign (back in the 1990s); was a Department of Veterans' Affairs historian 2001-07; and now lecture in 
defence studies and military history at Massey University in New Zealand.     
 My reason for getting in touch is that I am contemplating a research project that relates to the 39th. The battalion's 
history has of course been covered by Vic Austin and Carl Johnson, and others. I am not thinking of another battalion 
history, but rather exploring cultural memory of the 39th, looking at the ways in which the battalion has been, and is 
remembered: by the men, their families, the association, historians, the public. 
 At this stage, I am still formulating ideas - it may be that the project is a good idea but not really doable - however, I think 
an important step is to contact the Association. One thing that interests me is how the association played a role in 
keeping veterans connected; and how it now plays also a role in caring for the veterans and ensuring they will be 
remembered.      
I am currently Canberra-based, and will be again two or three times more in the period 2017-19. I could take a trip to 
Melbourne to speak to the committee at one of its meetings. In the meantime, I am attaching a transcript of a letter from a 
39th Battalion soldier that was written in May 1942. I found it interesting and perhaps you would like to include it in The 
Good Guts for other members. I picked it up on ebay last year. I am not a collector, so my plan is to pass the letter on to 
the Australian War Memorial or State Library of Victoria; I can also scan the letter if you would like a copy for the 39th's 
archive.     Regards  John Moremon 
 

 
[A letter from V125027 (later VX148418) Private Jack Braddock, C Company, to Miss Wilma 
Batty, Clifton Hill, Melbourne, 17 May 1942] 

 
17.5. 1942 

 
V125027 

Pte. Braddock J.A. 
C Company 
39 Battalion 

New Guinea Forces 
 
Dear Wilma 
It is a long time since Mick received your request for a correspondent, and you think [he] has overlooked it no doubt [sic]. 
It is a little hard writing to you as you are a complete stranger but I’ll do my best. Mick has never met you either so he 
can’t help me very much. 
 
As you know this country is well in the tropics and it need no imagination to realise the type of climate we have up here. 
The heat is quite different from Melbourne being very steamy and causing swet [sic] to flow freely. You would probably 
imagine that we are as brown as berries but such is not the case as the swet [sic] keeps us from taning [sic]. Our clothing 
is very seldom used, consisting mainly of shorts, and nothing else (mosquitoes permitting). The mossies at present are 
not as bad as when we came here. When we first came here they were that big that they were picking their teeth with 
crow bars and later on we found one sharpening his teeth on the grind stone. Since we arrived here we have moved 
about most frequently. We were at one camp for quite a while, after a week or so the Japanese planes began there [sic] 
bombing attacks, the first two raids were night raids of which we could not see. Apparently the night raids were not what 
they expected them to be. Then they started day raids, we used to see them come over circle the area a number of times 
and then drop there [sic] eggs, our ack-ack guns used to go into action to try and put them off there [sic] target but they 
used to fly just above the range of the guns. I think it was disheartening for the boys on the gun but they did there [sic] 
best. One day it was a bit of bad luck for one of the Japs because one of them got shot down into the sea, which put 
more spirit into the boys on the gun. You should have heard the applaud the boys around our area put up. Every one 
wanted to go out and get him but the navy beat them to it. After we got settled down a bit we had to go out on patrols, I 

 

    Letters to the Editor 

 



	
 

being one to go on the first one. We started off early one morning climbing hills and through jungle and swamps and 
banana plantations. After walking a number of miles we finerly [sic] reached our desternation [sic] very hot and tired, but 
when the niggers sighted us they took off for the lick of there [sic] lives. After a while they started strolling back again after 
plucking up enough courage. The first time were a bit shy and would not speak to us, but they got to know us the second 
time and kids came from every where, I didn’t know there were so many because it was only a small vilage [sic]. They 
started talking to us, trying there [sic] best to talk in English, of which they could talk a little. They told me the next time I 
came around to bring a book and pencil and they would teach us a bit of there [sic] language. Any how the second time 
we went there they took us home in one of there [sic] lacatoy’s [lakatois] which is made out of a couple of logs fastened 
together with sticks and creepers, it didn’t look to [sic] safe but it was alright, we got home alright not before getting a wet 
sail and no fish. Well after the first two or three patrols the niggers became more friendly, and used bring around bananas 
coconuts and water melons, they used to bring them around free once, but now they have got to know us and we have to 
buy every thing we want. The food they eat is most pecular [sic]. They have little gardens of there [sic] own, they grow all 
sorts of things in the gardens, to look at them you would think that it was full of weed. The women do all the work while 
the men protect them, and you should see the loads the women carry. They have a basket made from bulrush weed and 
they tie string to the basket and put the string around there [sic] forehead and the loads they carry they weigh about 
eighty pound, you would wonder how they could carry such a load. I have been to the different villages on patrols and at 
each village there are different tribe. There is one of which I think you have heard of and that is the head hunter. You 
often here [sic] the niggers talk about them, they are very frightened of the head hunter, because the hunters take it into 
there [sic] heads and pay the villages a visit. The birds up here of which are few are very nice, they have very pretty 
colours, and you are not allowed to destroy any of them. If ever anybody is caught destroying them they are liable to 
bring a heavy fine. The niggers used to bring the feathers of the bird of paradice [sic] to the camp and try to sell them of 
which they succeeded once or twice, until one of the lads went to send it couldn’t send it out of Papua [sic], and if found 
with it on him he would be fine 10/- [10 shillings]. Well I think I have told you enough about this place. We had a raid this 
morning consisting of thirty-six bombers and about nine fighters I think that they dropped a few bombs not scoring, but I 
know that our ack-ack scored one bomber. He was spinning down to earth on fire and it looked good too. It is a good day 
for a dog-fight, there is hardly a cloud in the sky. 
 
Well I think that will be enough for this time as I must save a bit of news for next time. 
 
I hope you will excuse the mistakes and the writing as I am not used to writing to girls. 
 
Well cherrio 
Yours sincerely 
Jack Braddock 
 

75th Anniversary of the Kokoda Campaign 
 
TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE 39 TH, 2/14 AND 2/16 ASSOCIATIONS  
 
A quick update from the Joint Committee of the 39th, 2/14 and 2/16 Associations to plan the  75th Anniversary of the  
Kokoda Campaign. 
  
At this early stage of planning the wheels are still moving slowly but, be assured, they are still moving and pointing in the 
right direction.The Joint Committee can confirm the Shrine of Remembrance has been booked for the 11.00 AM, 26th 
August 2017, for a Commemoration Service and Patrick Lindsay has agreed to be the Master of Ceremonies.  
 
Invitations have been organised for the dignitaries who require a longer lead-time such as Governor General and a VC 
winner while a band, Catafalque Party and RAAF flyover have also been requested.  
 
A special luncheon for Veterans and 2 family members is being planned to follow the Shrine Ceremony. Other post 
events or interstate activities are to be left  for each Association to arrange independently. 
 
 WATCH THIS SPACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	
 

Journey to Commemorate The 75th Anniversary of Kokoda 
 

As I am sure readers are aware, next year marks the 75th anniversary of the Kokoda Campaign. I have never walked the 
Kokoda Track nor do I have a direct relative involved in the battles during the campaign, however as a young Victorian I 
believe it is my duty to honour their memory.  
Military history is something I became interested in through hearing the stories of my great uncle Keith Stevens DFM who 
flew with 57 Squadron in Bomber Command and was shot down over Germany in 1944, becoming a prisoner of war.  
 

 
Keith (right) at Buckingham Palace, May 1944 on being awarded the DFM. 
  
My great-uncle, had served in the militia prior to joining the RAAF. My father also served in the Army in the late seventies, 
sadly my Dad passed away when I was 16 but through these family connections, I have inherited a keen interest in all 
things military.  
 
At high school, I became a young Ambassador at the Shrine of Remembrance where I met Melbourne historian, David 
Howell who is also a member of the 39th Battalion Association. Through this friendship I discovered that David runs treks 
to Kokoda as well as loaning items (including an original Bomber Command uniform) to the Shrine and various other 
RSL’s and museums around the state.  
I had also been interested in living history and was in the process of putting together my own Bomber Command uniform, 
that is when I discovered that David was planning on taking a group over the Kokoda Track wearing period uniforms and 
following in the footsteps of B Company of the 39th Battalion. B Company were the first to cross the Kokoda Track setting 

off from McDonald’s Croner on 7 July 1942.  
  
I was only working part-time and thought that going to New Guinea was way out of my price range, 
however I was lucky enough to start working with David in return for going to Kokoda next year.  
The work thus far has been very interesting, including helping to research veterans of the 39th, setting 
up a World War Two display at the Freemasons library and best of all, the opportunity to meet some of 
the veterans.  
 
Author wearing period 39th uniform meeting with Alan ‘Kanga’ Moore.  

 
 
Part of the research I have been doing is to find the service records of B Company 
veterans, replicating their dog tags with their name and service numbers and putting 
together replica pay books. These items will be worn and carried by people who come 
across the Kokoda Track to commemorate the first crossing by Captain Sam 
Templeton and B Company.  
The veteran I have chosen to march as is V155173 PTE Harry Lubansky who was born in 
Jerusalem in 1922 before he and his family moved to Melbourne. Harry entered service in 
the militia on 9 October 1941 and was one of the original members of B Company of the 
39th Battalion. Sadly, Harry was captured and later believed killed on 27 July 1942, one of 
the first of the Battalion to pay the ultimate sacrifice                           
                                                   Harry Lubansky  

.  



	
 

I will be wearing a replica uniform comprising of Khaki Drill shirt and shorts, a slouch hat with rising sun badge, socks up 
to my knees and replica leather army boots. I am going to carry all my own gear which will include a grey blanket, rain 
cape (to sleep in) along with period style rations.  

With people coming from all over Australia, I will be setting off from the original starting point at McDonald’s corner where 
everyone will pose for a photo which will be taken by an original Box Brownie camera. The same sort of camera as 
plantation owner and First World War veteran P.J. McDonald took seventy-five years ago.  

B Company as captured by P.J. McDonald as the soldiers march off over the Kokoda Track.  

I will also be wearing around my neck a set of dog tags with Harry’s name and number. As I undertake my research on 
Harry I am starting to understand a little about who Harry was. Already I have two things in common, like Harry I was 
born Jewish and I am only nineteen.  

The trek is set to leave Australian on 6 July 2017 to be at McDonald’s Corner on 7 July, seventy-five year to the day that 
B Company set off over the Kokoda Track. The trek will trail in the footsteps of B Company and follow the exact route as 
recorded in the diary of PX11 Jack Wilkinson who accompanied the original trek.  

I am looking forward to walking in the footsteps of Harry and also experiencing what it will be like to sleep with a rain cape 
and blanket, eat period style rations and wear replica 1940s army boots.  
 
Readers are able to learn more about my journey by visiting www.75kokoda.com.au Hayden Lang 2016 
 
========================================================================================== 

THANK YOU 
The 39th Battalion Association is very grateful for the support given by the Victorian Veterans’ Council and wishes to 
acknowledge our grant this year from the ANZAC DAY Proceeds Fund to support the publication of the Battalion 
Association Newsletter, The Good Guts, during 2016. 
. 
We have been the fortunate recipient of this grant for the past six years and it has greatly assisted us to maintain the 
standard of the “Good Guts” that our veteran members have come to expect.
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UNFORGETTABLE										ADVENTURES					

	

	

																																																																												7				Day				Northern				Beach---head				Tour				–				Buna				&				Sanananda					
	

	

Including		a						 	Kokoda				39th				Battalion				Remembrance				Service					
	
Whilst  most    Australians    are    aware    of    the    Kokoda    Campaign,    few    are    familiar    with    the    level    of    fighting    that    too
k    place    at    Buna,    Gona    and    Sanananda    on    the    northern    beaches.    This    now    picturesque    part    of    Papua    New    G
uinea    was    once    the    site    of    fierce    fighting    between    the    Japanese    Imperial    Force    and    the    Allied    Forces.     
     
After  the    setbacks    of    the    Coral    Sea    and    Midway    Battles,    Japanese    forces    decided    to    abandon    their    invasi
on    by    sea,    and    to    instead    attack    Port    Moresby    overland.    Forces    advanced    on    Buna    in    July    1942,    and    from   
 there    began    their    assault    along    the    Kokoda    Track.        
     
After  the    failure    of    both    the    Kokoda    Campaign    and    their    landing    at    Milne    Bay,    some    6,500    Japanese    retreat
ed    to    the    northern    beaches,    where    fierce    fighting    ensued    resulting    in    major    losses    to    both    sides.    Allied    casu
alties    were    approximately    2,300    of    which    1,400    were    Australian.    More    than    6,000    Japanese    died    during    this  
  campaign.     
     
Itinerary   
DAY 1-          4th Aug   (D) 
Following  your    early    arrival    from    cairns,    you    take    a    domestic    flight    from    Port    Moresby    to    Girua    airport    in    the 
   Oro    Province.    This    short    25    minute    flight    takes    you    over    the    Owen    Stanley    Ranges    and    follows    the    route    of 
   the    famous    Kokoda    Track.    On    arrival    at    Girua    you    will    be    picked    up    and    taken    to    Oro    Bay,    the    site    of    the    U
S    staging    and    supply    points    during    the    Northern    Beaches    campaign.    Little    remains    today    to    show    the    once
    bustling    Army,    Naval    and    Airforce    operations    that    occurred    here.    One    WW2    remnant    is    a    large    bomb    dum
p    where    500lb    and    1000lb    bombs    (    defused)    are    piled    on    top    of    each    other    and    is    quite    a    site    to    see.     
You  then    travel    to    Buna,    the    sight    of    some    of    the    fiercest    fighting    in    the    entire    Papuan    campaign.    Bloody    B
una,    as    it    was    once    called,    is    now    beautiful    Buna;    Friendly    people,    smiling    children    and    a    welcome    you    will    
always    remember.    Buna    is    remote    and    the    track    in    is    very    rough    so    be    prepared    for    some    adventure!    (--‐/--‐
/D)     
DAY 2-         5th Aug (B,L,D) 
After  breakfast,    you    will    take    a    walk    along    the    magnificent    beaches    to    Sanananda.    On    the    way    you    will    visit    
Old    Buna,    where    many    relics    that    have    been    recovered    by    the    local    villagers    are    held.    Japanese,    American    a
nd    Australian    remnants    make    this    site    very    interesting.    Take    a    swim    in    the    crystal    clear    waters    of    the    Bismark   
 sea    as    you    continue     
to  Sanananda    for    a    welcome    coconut    drink    and    lunch.    The    afternoon    consists    of    a    walk    to    Huggins    roadbloc
k,    the    site    of    ferocious    fighting    between    the    Japanese    and,    initially    the    American    126th    regiment,    then    later    b
y    the    battle    hardened    Aust    39th    Battalion.    You    spend    the    night    at    Sanananda    and    enjoy    watching    the    outrigg
er    canoes    as    they    go    about    their    fishing    routines.    (B/L/D)     
DAY 3-         6th Aug (B,L,D) 
.After  breakfast    you    make    your    way    back    to    Buna    where    after    a    short    break    and    refreshment,    you    are    es
corted    to    visit    the    Japanese    Anti    aircraft    gun.    The    track    to    the    anti    aircraft    gun    is    famous    for    it    is    the    site    of 
   Raphael    Oimbari    assisting    an    injured    Pvt    George    Whittington    to    a    medical    aid    post.    This    picture    has    come 
   to    symbolise    the    Fuzzy    Wuzzy    Angels    relationship    to    our    diggers.    The    remainder    of    the    day    is    free    to    rela
x    in    the    warm    ocean    waters    or    wander    through    the    village    and    enjoy    the    friendly    interaction    that    is    an    inher
ent    part    of    Buna.(B/L/D)     
     
      



	

 

     
Day 4-             7th Aug (B,D ) 

 
Time  to    farewell    your    new    friends    and    take    a    vehicle    to    Kokoda.    En    route    you    will    stop    at    Popondetta    whe
re    you    have    the    opportunity    to    purchase    lunch    and    restock    any    snacks    you    need.    The    journey    to    Kokoda    t
ravels    through    Awala,    Oivi       and    the    Soputa    Hills,    where    the    first    contact    was    made    with    the    Japanese    144
th    South    Seas    detachment     
in  June,    1942.    At    Kokoda,    you    will    meet    up    and    share    your    experiences    with    the    group    who    have    just    com
pleted    their     
96    km    journey    across    the    track.         

 
Day 5 -            8th Aug (B.L) 

 
An    early    morning    rise    to    attend    a    very    special    service    on    the    Kokoda    Plateau    to    remember    the    sacrifices    of  
  the    39th    Battalion    75    years    ago.    This    service    is    attended    by    many    of    the    local    villages    and    other    trekking    gr
oups    so    is    quite    special.    Following    the    service    you    will    have    the    day    to    walk    and    explore    Kokoda.    Later    in    t
he    afternoon    we    head    back    to    Popondetta    for    our    overnight    accommodation    at    the    Comfort    Inn.    We    have    t
he    opportunity    to    visit    the    Kokoda    Park    memorial    that    has    several    of    the    original    anti--‐
aircraft    guns    relocated    from    Buna     
     
Day 6 -            9th Aug (B) 

 
After  breakfast    ,    we    take    the    trip    back    to    Girua    for    our    flight    to    Port    Moresby.    On    arrival    in    Port    Moresby,    
depending    what    time    your    flight    departures    are,    you    are    at    leisure    to    look    around    or    just    relax    by    the    hotel    p
ool    and    share    memories    of    your    experience.     

 
Day 7-              10th Aug 

 
Transfer  to    Jacksons    Airport    for    departure.     
     
Trip Details:     Nth Beach Heads & 39th Kokoda Remembrance tour 
                                                               
What’s  covered    and    what’s    not!     
     
The  land    component    includes:     
     

 Port  Moresby    accommodation    –    own    room     
 Guesthouse  accommodation    in    Buna,    Sanananda    and    Kokoda     
 PNG  domestic    airfares        
 All  meals    in    Buna,    Sanananda    and    Kokoda     
 National  guide     
 Welcome  dance         
 Village  cultural    activities     
 Transport  to    Kokoda     
 Participation  in    39th    Battalion    service    at    Kokoda     

     
     

Not  included:     
 Additional  accommodation    and    meal    costs    for    early    arrival    in    Pom.     
 Drink  bottle     
 Historical  site    and    museum    entry     
 Meals  not    included    on    Itinerary     
 Passport  &    Visa    costs     
 Travel  insurance     
 Vaccinations  and    anti--‐malarial    medicines     
 Alcohol       



	
 

 
 
 
 

 

 REMEMBRANCE DAY 
 
 
 
 

World War I, known as the Great War, was thought to be the war that would end all wars. All sides suffered an 
incredibly high number of needless deaths, and the war devastated an entire generation. In fact, the sheer amount of 
destruction and death has only been eclipsed by World War II.  
 
 Since it ended, all countries involved have held memorials to remember their fallen dead who sacrificed 
their lives for the good of their country. This fact is all the more so in Australia.  
 
 For Australia, the First World War remains the costliest conflict in terms of deaths and casualties. From a 
population of fewer than five million, 416,809 men enlisted, of whom more than 60,000 were killed and 156,000 
wounded, gassed, or taken prisoner.  
 
                      November 11, Armistice Day or Remembrance Day as it is now known in Australia.  
A day to commemorate our fallen soldiers while also helping us understand the true scope of these soldiers' sacrifice. 
Even a hundred years later, we should not forget their incredible acts of heroism.  
 
Regardless of why our country went to war, we should never forget the selfless acts of these brave men and women.    
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	
 

 
 
 
Union Jack that belonged to the 1/39th Transport Section and has been signed by members of the Company. 
 

    

 
 
 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow, 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky                                    
  
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
                    
We are the dead. Short days ago                                   
We lived, felt dawn, saw the sunset glow.     Crochet Poppy 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; yours be hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields 
 
   John McCrae 
 
 
 
 
 

KNIT OR CROCHET YOUR OWN RED POPPY 
 
Calling all you knitting and crochet experts, have you ever thought of knitting or crocheting your own red poppies? 
Maybe you feel inspired to do so.  
 
Perhaps you may like to make your own poppies for next year in time for Anzac Day, 25th April. 
 
Free patterns for crochet or knitted red poppies can be downloaded from the internet. Just enter ‘patterns for 
crochet or knitted red poppies’ into Google and make a choice. 
 
Send us a picture of your efforts – we would love to see what you can make. 

 

 

 

Kipling’s Korner 
 

IN FLANDERS 
FIELD 



	
 

 

 

 

 

A. J (JOHN) BRISCOE 
V175014, VX118184 

     21st December 1921- 16th September 2016 

Commital of his Ashes at Altona RSL - 8th October 2016 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  



	
 

 
     
THE COLONEL RALPH HONNER ORATION DINNER 
                      14TH OCTOBER 2016 

 
 
Good evening ladies and gentlemen and may I wholeheartedly echo Tania 
and Patrick’s thanks to you all for being here this evening. 
 
I have the great privilege tonight of updating you on KTF’s major 
achievements over the past 12 months, but also introducing you to the two 
remarkable young women who join me on stage. 
 
I know we say it every year, but 2016 has truly been the biggest year to 
date for KTF. I stand here very proud this evening of what we have been 
able to accomplish and it is with much gratitude to the many of our donors 
and partners who are in the room tonight who made our work possible. 
 
As you just saw in the video, this year we have continued to grow our programs in education, health, livelihoods and 
leadership not only across the catchment region but also into new Provinces across the country. We continued to 
support schools to operate and provide the highest quality education possible by training teachers, building and 
maintaining classrooms, delivering books, stationery & supplies, and funding teacher posts. Likewise in healthcare, our 
aid posts in remote areas delivered life-saving primary healthcare to thousands of community members via KTF 
community health workers and with access to drugs, medical supplies and further training and mentoring. 
 
The Kokoda college opened and continued to train and upskill a high quality cohort of dedicated teachers, and 
significant progress has been made on the curriculum development for the school of health which we are on track to 
open next year. We partnered with the wonderful Drusilla Modjeska and Stephen Collier from SEAM Fund to deliver 
the first school in a box to a remote village in PNG and have delivered five Making Books workshops where we are 
working with teachers, students, authors and artists to create, print, publish and distribute PNG written books that are 
based on local custom, culture, environment and histories... and some of these books are available for you to 
purchase this evening – each purchase will give a book for you to take home as well as a book for a remote school in 
PNG. It is an exciting time with many projects flourishing and being rolled out to new areas. 
 
But about 8 months ago, we were alerted to a situation that as an organisation committed to facilitating a high quality 
education for PNG children we simply could not ignore. There is currently a large cohort of partially-trained teachers 
across PNG who began their training at some stage throughout the past two decades, but were never given the 
opportunity to complete their training. Next year, the Government is changing the way it trains and certifies Elementary 
Teachers. Teachers who were partially trained under the old system will lose their opportunity to complete their training 
after next year’s cutoff date and will never become fully certified or eligible for full government salaries. There are 
7,000 partially-trained teachers in this situation across the country.  
  
These teachers are currently operating elementary schools right across the country; 75% receive no pay and 25% 
receive small allowances. If they are to continue in these roles, they must undertake an additional intensive training 
course and complete their certification. If these teachers are not given the opportunity to complete their training, they 
will be unable to upgrade their current qualifications and will never receive a full Government salary. They will be 
exited from the teaching profession, having a catastrophic impact on education service delivery.  
 
It is estimated that there are already 600,000 school-aged children currently out of school and the lack of qualified 
teachers plays a significant role in this. PNG cannot afford to lose another 7,000 teachers from the teaching 
profession.   

When we discovered this situation, we knew that we had to respond. We entered into a Memorandum of Agreement 
with the PNG National Department of Education and PNG Education Institute which authorized us to go into the 
Provinces and train and upskill as many of these teachers as possible. We then entered in partnerships at the 
Provincial level and began with our home Province, Oro Province, where the project was championed by Governor 
Gary Juffa. KTF, Oro Province and PNGEI co-delivered and facilitated the 7-week intensive training programme to 330 
teachers from Oro Province. The training was supervised by our very own Petra Arifeae and our 330 graduates are 
now eligible for government payroll postings across Oro Province.  
 



	
 

We have now entered into similar agreements with the departments of education in Gulf Province and the Autonomous 
Region of Bougainville and have rolled out the first train the trainer course in both locations. 
 
We have called the project Teach for Tomorrow because the children of today will be tomorrow’s generation of 
leaders. They will be PNG’s tomorrow teachers and doctors and nurses; agriculturalists, economists, scientists and 
politicians. And by investing in their teachers, mentors, and educators today, we know we are having a direct impact 
on the next generation.  
 
Steph and Seba are shining examples of how the power of education changes lives and futures and in a moment I will 
let them share with you their commitment to and vision for their country.  
 
But before I do that I want to acknowledge the people who make all of our work possible, because this organisation is 
truly the sum of its extraordinary parts. 
  
Firstly, to our amazing staff and volunteers – to Petra, Mike, Caitlin and Kate in Australia; and Seba, Grayson, Saii, 
Joe, and Theo in PNG - who are the most hard working, committed and passionate team you could ever hope to work 
with. Petra, who spends many months in the field each year away from her family, is the driving force behind our 
Teach for Tomorrow and Kokoda College projects, and her commitment to and knowledge of PNG is unparalleled. 
Kate Donellan, who is here with her family tonight, has been volunteering in our Sydney office every Thursday for the 
past two years. She comes in every week without fail, and manages and processes our school and aid post resources 
project, working with teachers and health workers in our schools and aid posts to make sure that every single item, 
right down to each paperclip is appropriate, high quality, cost effective and delivered into the hands of the teachers and 
health workers.  Kate, thank you for all that you do for us and the people of PNG. Mike, our extraordinary operations 
and programs manager, not only oversees program delivery, and spends a lot of his time in the field, he is our event 
manager and tonight’s amazing event is a result of his passion and hard work. And to Seba and Caitlin, who both 
joined our team earlier this year, they have been such a hard workers and thrown themselves at every challenge we 
have given them with great skill and innovation.  
 
To our chair, Patrick, and board members, Bill, Bernie, Yahoo, Elizabeth, Ian, Andrew, Wendy and Stephannie, and 
our secretary Salman, thank you for your tireless efforts, your governance and your mentorship, and your support. To 
our donors, many of whom are with us including Bill & Liz James, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, SEAM 
fund, International SOS, L.E.K and the many more who aren’t here tonight, thank you for putting your trust and 
confidence in us. Our work is only possible with your generous support and at a time where the cost of living is high 
and the NGO market is crowded, we thank you for coming along on this exciting journey with us and choosing to invest 
your precious resources in the lives and futures of our nearest neighbours.  
 
And thank you to the gentlemen sitting to my right in the front here. To Dick, George, Arnold, Lloyd, Norm and Bill, who 
remind us of what true mateship looks like and draws us back to the core of why we started all of this in the first place. 
They were there for us in our darkest hour, now it’s our turn to lend a hand has been our motivating aim since our 
inception 13 years ago.  And this is just as relevant today as it was then. For as long as women continue to die in 
childbirth, and children are unable to access schooling, and gender-based violence claims lives and futures, there is 
work to be done.  
========================================================================================= 
 

RALPH HONNER ORATION 2016 
Sam Mostyn-President of the Australian Council for International Development delivered the 2016 RALPH HONNER 
ORATION saying she felt  great humility at being invited to speak on leadership as demonstrated by Colonel Ralph 
Honner as the Commanding Officer of the 39th Battalion. 
 Sam spoke of those people in her life who had influenced her through their qualities of leadership, in particular  her 

father who was her model. It was her parents who first taught her the responsibilities of 
leadership and service.   
She went on to list other leaders who have influenced her. 

 Disability trekkers on the Kokoda Track are an example to children with disabilities to 
 challenge themselves to achieve. 

 Adam Goodes is a great leader in his community and a positive influence for the 
 Sydney Swans. 

 The Female Muslim football team are creating opportunities for other girls to play 
 football 

 UN Assembly – Young People’s meeting to discuss their views on World affairs. 
 KTF Archer Scholarship holders are leaders in their local communities and in their    

 country. 
 Those working to relieve the suffering in humanitarian disasters which now outstrip the 

 level  of  humanitarian reponses. 
Sam then went to discuss the attributes of leadership that defined Ralph Honner and are held 
in such regard today. 

 



	
   



	
 

 

Address to the TSS Cadets -  Bridadier  Rod West.CSC 

Let me add my words of welcome to the families and friends of those on parade today. What you have just witnessed is as ancient 
as biblical times. A parade such as this has its origins in the military art of the close order formation which was designed to ensure, 
that in combat, soldiers could conduct quite complex manoeuvres under fire while maintaining their unit effectiveness and control in 
the most unnatural of circumstances. 
Such drills were used as an alternative to the mêlée which was not controlled and often resulted in confusion and disarray. 
I am very pleased to say, that we did not see any confusion or disarray in the ranks today. Quite the contrary, I am very impressed 
with the standard of dress and bearing of the young Southportonians before us. Very well done to you all! 
Depending on where you are sitting today, you will have a different perspective on the parade in front of us. 
I see proud mums and dads thinking ..how can my son or daughter look so neat and organised yet their rooms are such a mess. 
I see teachers and school staff wondering where does this Cadet thing fit into learning outcomes and the overall curriculum. 
I see Cadet Officers and Instructors so pleased with their patience and persistence to raise this parade to the standard it is… 
And I see the cadets themselves, each with a different motivation for being in the Cadets but not wanting to let their mates down on 
parade this afternoon. 
But what I personally see, is dozens of young men and women preparing to make their mark upon the world. Each one of you has 
an opportunity to do this in a different way. 
Some of you will be Leaders. Research shows that some  10% of the world’s population can be considered leaders. Leaders are 
people who set things into motion and know how to get things done. It does not mean that you are special or any better than others, 
it just means that you have the gift of vision and the influence to move others in your direction. 
Some 30% of you will be managers, these are the people who will run organisations, companies, small businesses and the public 
service. You will organise for success and put things into action. 
Most of you will likely be Practitioners. - 60% of the world’s population are.  Practitioners are people who do the work. Examples 
would be doctors, lawyers, dentists, carpenters, engineers, architects, plumbers and a thousand other trades and professions upon 
which our society depends. 
Regardless, of from where you will make your mark, the critical thing is to follow your passion, be disciplined in your approach and 
do whatever it is that you are doing, to the very best of your ability. 
I think that your cadet experience can provide you with the tools and the values that can help you remain true and loyal to your 
goals, your mates and your country. 
I wish you all the very best in remaining true to the values that you have learned in Cadets. As the US Marine Corps would say, 
Semper Fi, be always faithful.  Thank you for granting me the privilege of reviewing your parad 
SPEECH FOR TSS DINNER 

*  Congratulations to the School maintaining the tradition of the dining-in. Today on parade, the theme was making your mark. I 
cannot tell you how to do that, you need to figure that out for yourself. Each of you will do it in different ways, whether as leaders, 
managers or practitioners. It doesn’t matter, the important thing is to have the confidence to back yourself and to do what you know 
intrinsically is right. 

It just so happens that today is the anniversary of that great British victory in the Atlantic Ocean, off the southwest coast of Spain 
exactly two hundred and 11 years ago today. There was a guy there who made his mark and his feats are still talked about and 
studied today.The Battle of Trafalgar was the British Naval Officer, Admiral Nelson's greatest victory and was also his last.  
Twenty-seven British ships of the line led by Admiral Lord Nelson aboard HMS Victory defeated thirty-three French and Spanish 
ships of the line under the French Admiral Villeneuve in the Atlantic off the southwest coast of Spain, just west of Cape Trafalgar. 
The Franco-Spanish fleet lost twenty-two ships, without a single British vessel being lost. It was the most decisive naval battle of the 
war, conclusively ending French plans to invade England. The British victory spectacularly confirmed the naval supremacy that 
Britain had established during the eighteenth century and was achieved in part through Nelson's departure from the prevailing naval 
tactical orthodoxy.[3]  
Conventional wisdom at the time involved engaging an enemy fleet in a single line of battle parallel to the enemy to facilitate 
signaling in battle, and to maximise control.   Nelson instead backed his judgement and made his indelible mark on history by 
dividing his smaller force into two columns, directed perpendicular to the enemy fleet, with decisive results. 
 
Nelson was shot by a French musketeer during the battle and died shortly after, becoming one of Britain's greatest war heroes. I 
particularly like the fact that his crew pickled his body in a cask of rum to preserve it in order to get it home to England for burial on 
land. The French commander Villeneuve was himself captured during the battle along with his ship Bucentaure. Although defeated 
and a prisoner of war, Villeneuve insisted that he attend Nelson's funeral in order to pay his respects. 
 
I find Nelsons victory at Trafalgar a powerful metaphor for doing the unconventional against great odds, by backing your judgement 
despite what conventional wisdom might suggest. Closer to home I think that the example of the 39th Battalion at Isurava on the 
Kokoda Track in August 1942 is at least comparable to Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar. 
 
Against all odds the ragged bloody heroes of the 39th Battalion stood their ground when conventional wisdom might well have said 
to withdraw. A remarkable Australian, LTCOL Ralph Honor, the Commanding Officer of the 39th Battalion backed himself and 
gained the trust and confidence of his men to stand and fight at Isurava against an enemy who had never been defeated. 
 
As Cadets at TSS you have the privilege of safeguarding the banner of the 39th Battalion and its story. I recommend that you seek 
to understand the meaning of the motto Fracimus non verbus, Deeds not words and the sacrifice of mud over blood, the colour 
patch of the 39th Battalion.The men of the 39th Battalion made their mark but never considered themselves heroes. They simply did 
what they intrinsically knew was right, to stand with their mates, to defend Australia and to honour their uniform, the uniform of the 
Australian Army. 
 
*Make the most of your time here at TSS and in the Cadets. These are the mates that will sustain you through life.   
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THE 39TH BATTALION ASSOCIATION IS VERY PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE SOUTHPORT SCHOOL AND 
APPRECIATES THE HONOUR IN WHICH THE BANNER IS HELD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jack Woods,the outgoing Senior Cadet Under Officer, proud recipent of the 39th Battalion Badge. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Bellairs Kokoda Award for Courage presented to the winning cadet by his son David Bellairs 
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