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Life Members of the 39th  gather togther 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Les Arnel with Merren Stockdale                                          Alan Moore enjoying a visit from George Friend 
and grandaughter Julia 
 
 
Some photos from the  Archives of veterans Bill Bellairs, Peter Holloway, family and friends in Queensland 
sent to us by George Friend.  

 
  



 
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
Dear 39th family and friends, 
I trust the holiday season left you in good shape and you are eager to step forward into 
this New Year, taking on whatever comes your way. 
The Committee has many activities planned for 2019. Some you will be familiar with 
while a couple being discussed behind closed doors are first time events and VERY 
exciting. All activities and events, whether put on by this Association or hosted by 
another organization which extends invitations to our members, will be publicised in the 
Good Guts and on the webpage. However, these notices are restricted to Association 
members only. 
 
Recently letters were posted to those who need to update their membership. To keep it 
within reach of most people fees have been left at $20 per annum. At first glance it may 

seem you do not get a lot of ‘bang for your buck!” but I encourage you to look a little deeper.  
 
The Association is purely a voluntary organization and all fees and donations go towards honouring the wonderful men 
of the 39th Battalion. Amongst the things the money is spent on is to pay for entry tickets for veterans and widows at 
special dinners, support them on an individual basis when a need is identified, buy wreaths for memorial services 
throughout the year, provide a light afternoon tea at a couple of memorial services annually,  provide special educative 
events, pay for the website maintenance and pay the balance of the small Government grant received to publish and 
post the Good Guts.  
 
Thanks to the diligence of Norman Stockdale the Association Treasurer, to donations received and to those who have 
continued to pay their membership dues, we are in a reasonably sound financial position but, and I stress this alert, . . . 
we must not become complacent.  
 
Being financially viable is an important component in any organization but so too is member involvement. The AGM is 
due next month (see notice elsewhere in this GG) so you may want to offer your services on the committee or your 
expertise in some other way. Maybe you have thoughts on how we can improve the Association so please let us know 
– we always value and welcome your opinion, constructive suggestions and feedback. 
 
Finally, if I can be forgiven for tweaking a J.F.Kennedy quote, I will finish by urging you to ‘ask not what your 
Association can do for you, ask what you can do for your Association’. 
 
 Look forward to catching up with you throughout this New Year 
 
 
Deeds not Words, 
 
 
Merren Stockdale 
President  

 
 
 

 
As we go to press, to our knowledge,   

we have 15 surviving 39th Battalion Veterans. 
 

DISTRIBUTION    - Victoria 10: Queensland 3:  NSW 1:  SA   1 

 
THANK YOU 

The 39th Battalion Association is very grateful for the support given by the Victorian Veterans’ Council and wishes to 
acknowledge our grant this year from the ANZAC DAY Proceeds Fund to support the publication of the Battalion 
Association Newsletter, The Good Guts, during 2019. 
This is the eighth year we have been the fortunate recipients of this grant and it has greatly assisted us to maintain the 
standard of the “Good Guts” that our veteran members have come to expect. 
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It is with heavy hearts that we have learned of the passing of another of our wonderful veterans. Time is 
thinning their ranks and with them passes our direct links with their stories.  
 
Many years ago the decision was taken to widen the membership beyond the veterans themselves and, as 
a result, the 39th has a proud record of including family, friends and all those interested in its history. Now 
more than ever, it becomes important that we, who are left behind, pick up the baton and make sure their 
legacy lives on. We must be the voices that speak out and tell of the Battalion. Those of us who are direct 
descendants of veterans must especially share their stories within our families so they are never forgotten. 
 
But most importantly, the Battalion Association must be a strong advocate for educating future generations. 
We owe so much to the sacrifies our veterans made for us. Now it is our turn to ensure their efforts are 
honoured and remembered.  Make it your resolution in 2019 to be active in keeping the Battalion flame 
burning bright. 

LEST WE FORGET 



 
 

          

 
 39th Battalion Events 
 
Proposed Calendar Dates for 2019.  
 
Events printed in bold are events the 39th Bn Association is running or helping to run. 
 Italics are events to which Association invited    * = cost  
 

2019  
January  

    

February Sun 3rd 
Tues 19th 

11 am 
1800 for 1900  

15th Ex POW Memorial Service 
Committee Meeting 

Ballarat Ex Prisoners of War Memorial  
East Malvern RSL,  
 

March  1800 for 1900  
 

Committee Meeting East Malvern RSL,  
 

April  Sun 14th  
Sun 21st 
Wed  24th  
Wed 24th 
Thurs 25th  

1100 
1330 
1030 
TBC 

Annual Meeting & lunch* 
Anzac Day Service 
Anzac Day Service 
Anzac Day Service for Schools 
Anzac Day March 

East Malvern RSL 
Kew RSL 
Austin Health- Heidelberg Hospital 
Kokoda Terrace- Dandenong Ranges Natl Park 
Melbourne 

May 
 

 1800 for 1900  
 

Committee Meeting East Malvern RSL,  
 

June 
 

 1800 for 1900  
 

Committee Meeting East Malvern RSL,  
 

 
 
 

 

 

William (Bill) Stuart 

V65842 /VX148505 

19th October 1920 - 8th February 2019 

William (Bill) Wallace Stuart served his country as a Corporal in D & E Company of the 39th Battalion and later  served 
with the 2/2nd Battalion.  
 
 Bill passed away on Friday 8th February and his funeral service was held at the W D Rose Funeral Parlour, Brighton at 
2:30pm on Saturday 16th  February. 
 
The 39th Battalion Association was represented at the service by the President and a number of 
other members. Bill recently enjoyed a visit from President Merren and Norman Stockdale. 
  
Bill was a very active and proud member of the Association and rarely missed a reunion or 
Anzac Day. His enthusiasm and loyalty for the Battalion was enduring. 
 
It was fitting that at the last ANZAC Day March he was able to lead the 39th Battalion group in Melbourne. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with his family as they grieve his passing. We will miss him greatly too. 
  
  
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 



          
 
 
 

v What  wonderful celebrations were held to mark the 100th birthday of our remarkable veteran, John 
Akhurst. It started with a party at the MCC where John is now their sixth oldest member. A family 
party followed and then a huge gathering at the Brighton Yacht Club where John is a founding 
member. A number of speakers reflected on the many facets of John’s life. Alfred Mallia spoke on 
John’s time in the 39th and his wartime service in PNG. A highlight of his celebrations was his card 
from the Queen which he was delighted to show to George Friend, Merren and Norman Stockdale 
when they visited. A photo of their visit is on the back page. John’s family feel so blessed to have 
him and Pat still with them. They still receive advice from them on how to live their lives. John has 
been an active member of the 39th and gets to as many functions as he can. We wish him many 
more birthdays and congratulate him on reaching his 100th. 

 
v  In mid January the life members of the Association gathered in Mornington to have afternoon tea 

with Alan Moore and talk about the life of the Association and what it meant to them. It was a great 
time together and it was decided to make it an annual event. 

 
v A number of our veterans and their wives have not been feeling the best and we send them our 

best wishes; 
- Jack Mc Leod has been back in hospital and not feeling himself at all. 
- Jack Duffy has his days and hopes for even better ones. 
- Una Cops is looking forward to better days too. 
- Max and Nicole Kirwin are continuing their recovery from their car accident. 

 
v Norman and Merren also caught up with Les Arnel during their short holiday to South Australia. Les 

was an amusing host and kept their grand daughter, Julia, entranced with his stories. Julia was 
thrilled to have her photo taken with Les for printing in the GG. 

 
v On Christmas Eve the Holloways were excited to welcome Sophie Emily Grace into their family. 

Sophie is a great grand daughter of Peter Holloway and first grand child of Michael Holloway. 
 

v Recently the Editor received this email from a teacher at Pascoe Vale Girls College “I was recently 
given a copy of the newsletter that you edit, from my friend. Professionally, I've found it and the 39th 
Battalion Association website very useful for some short facts and stories to read out in my own 
classroom - thank you!”  Great to know that our Battalion’s stories are reaching out into many 
places. 

 
v Congratulations to our very own band conductor and member, Claudia Barker. Claudia is the 

moving force behind the Koo Wee Rup School Band which always marches with the Battalion on 
Anzac Day. Claudia was awarded an OAM in the Australia Day Honours and well deserved it is too. 

 
v VALE. It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing on the 6th February of  

Elva Briscoe, widow of John Brisoe V175014, VX118184. We extend to her family 
our deepest condolences. 

  Elva was 99 years old. Her family and friends gathered at the Altona RSL on the  
 13th February to celebrate her life. The Battalion Association was represented at the 
 ceremony and her family were grateful to see us there and spoke of how much Elva 
 had enjoyed receiving the Good Guts after losing John. 

 

 

 

MEMBER NEWS 



 
SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday 14th April 2019 
Annual Meeting 

& 
Reunion Lunch 

East Malvern RSL 
12 Noon 

Bookings through our website www.39battalion.com 
Veterans and Widows are our guests 

An interesting Guest Speaker and fun time for all 
We Look Forward to You Being With Us. 

 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 

              

 YOUR ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOU! 
 
 
To be successful any organisation need the support of its members and the 39th is no different.  
 
Have you thought about how you could help?  
There are many ways you can be involved.  
 
What about standing for the Committee and helping plan for the future of the Association? Nomination forms are 
available from the Secretary, David Howell, secretary@39battalion.org   
 
But the most important way you can support the Association is by attending Battalion functions and help to honour the 
contribution that our veterans have made to our way of life and to the safety of the wonderful country in which we live.  
 
Wouldn’t it be amazing if every member came along on Anzac Day and Kokoda Day or at least tried to attend one 
activity a year.  
 
How about it?  
 
Will we see you this year?  
 
We hope so! 

 
 



 
HONOURING THE 39TH AND THE KOKODA CAMPAIGN 

 
Throughout Australia there are many memorials, statues and street names honouring the service of the those who 
fought in the Kokoda Campaign, especially those men of the 39th.  
Some of the more well known ones are pictured below. 
The 39th Battalion Association Committee would very much like to create a register of all these special places but we 
need your help. 
 Do you know of, or is there any place near you, that  honours or recognises the service of the 39th and the Kokoda 
Campaign?  
We would love to hear about it from you. 
 
    Kokoda Memorial - One Tree Hill & The Mates Statue, Dandenong Ranges National Park   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kokoda Memorial Wall – Cascade Gardens, Gold Coast Qld    

 
 
 Sherwood/Indooroopilly RSL, , Corinda. Qld.                    

                                                                           39th Plaque-Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance 
  
 
   

 
 

 
39th Plaque- Darley  

 
  



            Another Veteran’s Story 
         

      Story told by Don Daniels - A Company 
   V66054/VX142391 

 
 
It was late in the afternoon that we received the order to withdraw from Kokoda. We moved 
down ‘the log steps’ which were on the airside  of the plateau and followed the track. Having 
only travelled fifty yards to where the track did a right hand turn, one could see the Japs on the 
plateau mounting a machine gum.The mounting of the gun was their prime objective and that is 
why we walked safely under them, for if they glanced down to their left they would have seen 
us. 
  
Having withdrawn safely we crossed the creek, then the airstrip and a few days later arrived at Isurava. My section  
was situated forward of Dr Vernon’s PAP, overlooking a clearing in which Sgt Flannagan held a brief church service  
before all hell broke loose. 
 
After that service I returned to my section which was only a few yards away when the Japs shelled the hell out of it. It 
was the moment I thanked God for telling us to get out when he did. I also added “and next time, please do not leave it 
so late.”  
 
 The following day I took a patrol out down to my right, facing Kokoda- a disused track, and in the distance could see 
and hear the signs of movement which, on my return, reported to Lieut Trotter. Little consideration was given to it 
because we believed the 53rd Battalion would take care of it. 
I can see the corporal now, on my arrival at the 2/14th Battalion, standing on the track and looking down on me. He 
looked so big and fit as he asked me, ”What’s going on?” All I could say was “Thank God you are here,” to which he 
replied, “You blokes seem to be doing alright”. I related the situation, to the best of my knowledge, and withdrew to a 
rear position. 
 
It seemed in no time the Japs were upon us – Sgt Murray wounded beside me. We were forced back to the lower side 
of the track. The Bren gun was facing up the slope ready to fire when a 2/14th chap came along calling out, “answer 
me, answer me. If you don’t answer me by the time I count to ten we will have to open fire”  
 
This made the situation difficult for if we opened fire we may have hit some of the 2/14th chaps. A shot rang out and my 
No 1 gunner had been hit. I yelled “Bring the gun out” because my No 2 gunner, who I knew was a little slower than we 
were, took over but unfortunately was killed. We opened fire and then all was quiet. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
 

Many Best wishes for a wonderful day to each of our members who have Birthdays in February and 
March 

 
A special birthday greeting to Veteran John Hannah, Latrobe Village, Village Drive Reservoir. 

 
                                                          We hope you have a very special day. 

 
LABEL BLOOPERS 

On Sears hairdryer: 
Do not use while sleeping. 
(Gee, that's the only time I have to work on my hair!) 
 
On a bag of Fritos: 
You could be a winner! No purchase necessary. 
Details inside. 
(The shoplifter special!) 
 
On a bar of Dial soap: 
Directions: Use like regular soap. 
(And that would be how?) 
 

On some Swann frozen dinners: 
Serving suggestion: Defrost. 
(But it's 'just' a suggestion!) 
 
On Tesco's Tiramisu dessert: (printed on bottom of the 
box) 
Do not turn upside down. 
(Too late! you lose!) 
 
On Marks & Spencer Bread Pudding: 
Product will be hot after heating. 
(Are you sure? Let's experiment.)



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

PEEKING INTO THE PAST 



 
AUSTRALIA’S FIRST AEROPLANE         -        A20 CAC Wirraway 

How many Australians today realize that an aeroplane was built in Australia long before we manufactured our first 
Australian motor car?  The Wirraway served us well and is often overlooked in our history. 
In 1936, Wing Commander L.J. Wackett led a mission abroad to select a general purpose aircraft for manufacture by 
the newly-formed Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation (CAC). The mission unanimously recommended the North 
American NA-33, and plans were made to produce a modified version to be known as the Wirraway (Aboriginal for 

'challenge'). 

While the CAC buildings were being erected at Fishermens Bend, two 
aircraft were shipped from America for evaluation and the first, a fixed 
undercarriage NA-16, which overseas became known as the Yale, 
arrived in mid 1937 and was transferred from CAC to the RAAF on 
2 February 1938. The second aircraft, a NA-33, arrived late in 1937 
and was taken on charge at No 1 Aircraft Depot from CAC on 
8 November 1938. For some time, these two aircraft remained un-
numbered, but later became A20-1 and A20-2 respectively. In June 
1940 the two aircraft were transferred to the Engineering School as 
instructional airframes. 
Subsequent to RAAF selection, the NA-33 was ordered by other air 
forces and it became known as the Texan in America and the Harvard 
throughout the British Empire. The Australian Wirraway version was 
modified for operations, and the NA-33 single wing-gun was replaced 

by twin synchronised guns in blast troughs above the fuselage, plus a flexible gun in the rear cockpit. Camera and 
radio installations were introduced, and the wing and tail units were redesigned and strengthened for dive-bombing in 
later variants only. 

The first Wirraway, A20-3, was test flown by Flight Lieutenant 'Boss' Walker on 27 March 1939, and the first three 
RAAF Wirraways were accepted in July 1939. By December 1940, seven aircraft were being delivered weekly, and by 
September 1941, 45 Wirraways per month were coming off the production line. The initial orders for 620 aircraft were 
completed by June 1942, but limited production continued until 1946 when the 755th Wirraway, A20-757, was 
delivered. CAC designations for Wirraway orders included CA-1, -3, -5, -7, -8, -9, -10 (a bomber version which was 
cancelled), -10A (dive bomber), and -16. The designation CA-20 covered the conversion of Wirraways for the RAN. 
In 1940-41, camouflaged Wirraways were deployed to forward bases in Malaya (No 21 Squadron) Rabaul (No 24 
Squadron), and Darwin (No 12 Squadron). On 6 January 1942, Flight Lieutenant B. Anderson of No 24 Squadron 
became the f irst RAAF pilot to engage in air-to-air combat in the South-West Pacific, when his Wirraway intercepted a 
Kawanishi (Mavis) flying-boat over Rabaul. 

Two weeks later, on 20 January 1942, the Rabaul Wirraways achieved immortal fame when eight aircraft, including 
A20-177, piloted by Sergeant W. Hewett, courageously engaged a force of over 100 Japanese fighters and bombers. 
Although hopelessly outclassed by enemy aircraft, the Wirraway remained in the front line as a stop-gap fighter, and 
on 26 December 1942, Wirraway history was made when Pilot Officer J. Archer, in A20-103, succeeded in shooting 
down a Zero fighter near Gona. 

There MAY be surviving 39th Battalion veterans who will remember 
this auspicious occasion.  The popular belief at the time was that 
the Zero pilot miscalculated how slow the Wirraway was flying and 
instead of approaching the Australian plane in an attacking 
position exposed himself to fatal danger and was destroyed by the 
quick acting Australian pilot.! 

Wirraways served mainly with Numbers 4, 5, 12, 14, 21, 22, 24, 
25, 54, 60, 78, 82, 85 and 87 Squadrons, although most 
squadrons had Wirraways on strength at one time or another. In 
addition, the aircraft was used extensively for the Empire Air 
Training Scheme, and many Australian fighter pilots learnt their 
trade in the Wirraway. 

The Wirraway continued to serve as a trainer and communications aircraft until 1959 and of interest is the fact that a 
Wirraway was used in 1947-48 by No 81 Wing while on duty with the British Commonwealth Occupation Forces in 
Japan. 

Today, restored Wirraways can be found on static display and in the air all around Australia. These examples are on 
hand to remind us of the first Australian mass-produced aircraft - a tribute, in one respect, to Sir Lawrence Wackett, 
who had the foresight and ingenuity to provide Australia with an efficient aircraft in a time of need. 
  



 
 
 

 

 
 



 

Kipling’s Korner 
 

“MISSING” 
For all those still listed ‘Missing In Action’ 

 
I’m Missing 

The old familiar faces 
Making me feel at home 

The sight of the special face I love 
As her eyes reflect my own. 

 
I’m missing 

The deafening sound of a cheering crowd 
At the local football game 

The gentle sound of a loving voice 
As she’s whispering my name. 

 
I’m missing 

The icy touch of a flake of snow 
In a winter world of white 

The warming touch of her hand in mine  
As I walk her home at night. 

 
I’m missing 

The taste of a home cooked family meal 
That only a mother could make 

The heavenly taste of a lover’s kiss 
That could cause my heart to break. 

 
I’m missing 

The smell of the steaks as they’re sizzling 
On a Sunday barbeque 

The smell of her perfume in the air 
As she whispers”I love you.” 

 
I’m missing 

When all these senses start to fade 
As in time they are bound to do 

The sense that I’ve not been forgotten  
Is the one that will get me through 

 
I’m missing. 

 
 Lachlan Irvine 
Printed with permission from the author 
{I would be honoured to have my poem printed in your newsletter. 
My father, NX1755 Corporal Len Irvine, also served in PNG, on the Kokoda Track and in the battles up north. He was with the 2/2nd 
Battalion, 6th Division, having already served in North Africa, Greece & the Middle East. 
I served with 3RAR in Vietnam in 67-68. 
I wrote the poem "Missing" while contemplating the plight of American MIAs in Vietnam, but clearly it is also relevant to anyone who 
is MIA (as my father was for several months after his battalion was overrun by the Germans in Greece in 1941.) 
Anyway, that's enough about me; I appreciate your interest in my poetry. Thanks.} 



THE AUSTRALIAN EX- PRISONERS OF WAR MEMORIAL  
BALLARAT 

 
This memorial to the Australian Prisoners of War commemorates the names of the 36000 men and women who were 
known to be held captive as prisoners of the enemy from the days of the Boer War through  World War 1, World War 2 
and the Korean War. No prisoners were taken during the Vietnam War. This memorial is the first Military Memorial of 
National Significance outside of Canberra. 
 
Each of these 36000 prisoners is honoured by having their names etched into the black granite of the wall lining the 
pathway.  No rank or enlistment details are listed beside each name. This is to recognise that in suffering, desperation, 
deprivation and sacrifice everybody is equal.  
 
The memorial was the result of many months, maybe years, of work by a number of prominent Ballarat citizens and 
was opened on the 6th February 2006 by General Peter Cosgrove.  Each part of the memorial has been carefully 
designed and is full of symbolism to remind the visitor of the enormity of what they are being asked to reflect upon.   
 
Etched into the black granite rock at the entrance are the words of Laurence Binyon’s poem “For the Fallen” which are 
said at each solemn ceremony of remembrance “They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old: age shall not 
weary them , nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning  we will remember them” .  
A visual reminder of their sacrifice and suffering. 
 
The pathway then leads along beside the black granite wall of names through the rock garden. The length of the 
pathway stretching out in front of the walker to create a visual perspective of the long distances Australians often 
travelled to fight in times of war. The paving stones on the walkway are shaped like railway sleepers to represent the 
place of rail journeys in the history of prisoners of war. Alongside the wall runs a small stream of water which forms a 
shallow pool at a break in the middle. Positioned in the pool are seven stone obelisks - six standing and one laying in 
the water. Each bears the names of countries where Australians were held prisoners of war and are out of arms reach 
in the water sybolising that these prison camps were overseas and far away from home, family and friends.  They 
stand like guardians over the wall of names. The obelisk lying in the water represents the 8600 men and women who 
died as prisoners of war, of which more that 4000 lie in unknown graves. 
 
The walkway and the wall of names continues ending at a small wall supporting a stone with the words”Lest We 
Forget” engraved upon it. Water flows down the wall and into the watercourse which runs alongside the wall and is 
recycled to run down the wall again. Its continous cycle is designed to represent the binding together of all Australian 
Prisoners of War for all time.  It becomes a stark reminder of the sacrifice made for us and our freedom. 
 

“ When you go home tell them of us and say for your tomorrow we gave our today” 
 
 
Every year on the first or second Sunday in February the annual Memorial Service is held. Each year the 39th Battalion 
is represented at the service in honour of Captain Sam Templeton, whose name appears on the wall of memory. 
During the service either a wreath or a gift book for a local school is laid on the wreath laying stone. This year the 
guest speaker was Professor Christina Twomey, author of the book” The Battle Within: POW’s in Post War Australia”  
 

She spoke of her research into the lives of Prisoners of War on their return to 
Australia . Using many recently uncovered documents she was able to reveal a 
picture of the traumatic and often hidden struggles of these ex-prisoners as they 
tried to return to their daily lives at home. She was able to paint a picture of what 
reality was like for them and how they felt - was it possible for them to return to a 
so called normal life after the horrors they had faced and what would their 
families, friends and country think of them for being captured. 
 
 A captured defence force person held by the enemy was a picture that did not fit 
the image and mythology of the ANZAC legend so Australian POW’s had quite a 
struggle to rehabilitate themselves and gain compensation for their suffering. It 
had been a decision of the Military Command that returning POW’s would not be 
treated any differently from any other returning miliary personnel.  “The Battle 
Within” was both a personal and national struggle for recognition of their service, 
sacrifice and suffering. 
 
Professor Twomey went on to say that the  Ballarat Ex –Prisoners of War 
Memorial did so much to recognise these struggles and honour their contribution 
to the defence of their country. 

Lest We Forget 
 



THE AUSTRALIAN EX- PRISONERS OF WAR MEMORIAL  
BALLARAT 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  



THE AKHURST CLAN CELEBRATE 
 


