
                                                                  
             

 

 
REMEMBERING WITH FLOWERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEW RSL                                                     HEIDELBERG                                   SCHOOLS SERVICE DANDENONG 
            RANGES    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAT & JOHN AT THE CLASSIC       MORNINGTON 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GEOFF  
HARDIE  
 & CUBS  

The Good Guts 
Official Newsletter of 

39th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION 
(1941-43) ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED 

PUBLICATION NUMBER 100018459 
 

Views expressed in material submitted are not necessarily the views of this Association or the editor of the good guts. 
Responsibility for all comment is that of the author of the article. Information regarding member’s addresses may be 
published in the newsletter from time to time for fraternal purposes.   Members not wishing this information to be 
disclosed must advise the editor accordingly. The Logo and Colour Patch may not be used without permission. 

No. 219 
June 
2019 

 



OUR VETERANS COMMEMORATING ANZAC DAY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Alan, Liz and Ro  Moore 

                                George Cops with Ross Darrigan 
 

 
 
John Hannah with Merren & Norman Stockdale                              Cec Driscoll and his brother Ab. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Max Kirwan with George Friend                                                                             John Akhurst 



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Dear 39th Family and Friends, 
	
April, more than any other month, sees members stepping out in the name of the 39 th 
Battalion Association. Across Australia, and even in PNG, members, attended marches, 
church services, memorial services, special lunches or dinners. They spoke at schools, 
laid wreaths or visited veterans.  
 
My thanks go to all who honoured the memory of the veterans in this way, it has been a 
busy time but nonetheless, a special time. This edition of the Good Guts and the gallery 
on the webpage give a glimpse of how many people, including children, participated. 
 
 

Going to these various functions has enabled me to talk with members I don't see on a regular basis. I have heard 
their concerns as well as ideas for the future. The recent survey replies have also excited me with suggestions on the 
way forward. Thank you to all 33 people who completed the survey . . . thank you for your affirmation and thank you 
also for your ideas on how we can improve. It is good to know what we are doing well and what we could do better. All 
responses are now being analyzed to see how we can bring your ideas to life. 
 
History and memorial events (as well as social) were activities that were requested. Those wanting this will be pleased 
to see that on the 8th August there will be a Kokoda Day Remembrance service at One Tree Hill and on the 11 August 
our Annual Kokoda Day Pilgrimage to the Shrine will take place. Interesting speakers have been booked for both 
events so please try and keep this date free if you are in the Melbourne area. Full details will be in next edition of the 
Good Guts and on the webpage. 
 
Unfortunately, not all has been so positive of late. It saddens me to report the passing of another of our wonderful 
veterans. Jack Withers, the last remaining 39th veteran in NSW, passed away a few weeks ago. I will treasure the 
afternoon I spent laughing and chatting with Jack just a few weeks before he died. Condolences have been sent on 
behalf of the Association to his wife, Alma, and his family. 
 
 
Deeds not Words, 
 
 
 
 
Merren Stockdale 
President  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
As we go to press, to our knowledge,   

we have 14 surviving 39th Battalion Veterans. 
 

DISTRIBUTION    - Victoria 10: Queensland 3:  SA 1 

 
THANK YOU 

 
The 39th Battalion Association is very grateful for the support given by the Victorian Veterans’ Council and wishes to 
acknowledge our grant this year from the ANZAC DAY Proceeds Fund to support the publication of the Battalion 
Association Newsletter, The Good Guts, during 2019. 
 
We have been the fortunate recipients of this grant for the past seven years and it has greatly assisted us to maintain 
the standard of the “Good Guts” that our veteran members have come to expect. 
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We often hear about the political and economic value of some agreement or trade deal that has taken place. Analysts 
will talk about the “value adding” these decisions may bring to the country or company involved.  
But what exactly is “value adding”?  It is the extra value created over and above the original value. It can apply to 
products, services, companies and management. 
 
We also talk about the value people we know  bring to any situation - our families, friends or those with whom we work. 
This is taken to mean that  they are appreciated and respected for their role, their accomplishments are not seen as 
small or unimportant and they are certainly not taken for granted. Being valued is recognised as being important for the 
mental and physical health of a person. 
 
Being valued for their contribution to the safety and well being of their country was not something that the men of the 
39th Battalion readily experienced on their return to Australia. There was no general feeling that they had added value 
to the fight with the enemy except among themselves. It took another fifty or more years for the value of their 
contribution on the bloodstained battlefields of Papua New Guinea to be nationally recognised.  
 
Lieutenant-General Sir John Monash wrote in the Foreward of the history of the 39th AIF –“The story of such a unit of 
the Australian imperial Force is one of high endeavour, of sacrifice and devotion to duty. It enshines the deeds and 
sufferings of those who comprised its ranks. I commend it and the tale it tells to the respectful homage of the 
Australian public, and of the posterity of those herioc men who made the 39th the battalion which it was.” 
 Such words, although written nearly 100 years ago, equally apply to the story of the 39th Battalion in Papua New 
Guinea such was the value they added to the legend of the 39th AIF. 
May  we always remember the existence of a battalion that faced  their battle experiences with heroism, courage and  
fortitude and always value the freedoms  they won for us in doing so. 

LEST WE FORGET 



 
          

 
39th Battalion Events 
 
Proposed Calendar Dates for 2019.  
 
Events printed in bold are events the 39th Bn Association is running or helping to run. 
 Italics are events to which Association invited    * = cost  
 

2019  
 

Date Time Function Location 

June 
 

Tues 10th 1800 for 1900  
 

Committee Meeting East Malvern RSL,  
 

July Tues 8th 1800 for 1900  
 

Committee Meeting East Malvern RSL,  
 

August Thurs 8th  
Thurs 8th  
Sun 11th 
Sun 11th  
Sun 11th  
Tues 13th 

1300 
TBC 
1400 
1100 
TBC 
1800 for 1900  
 

Kokoda Day Service 
Kokoda Day Service 
Kokoda Day Pilgrimage 
Kokoda Day Service 
Kokoda Beach Walk 
Committee Meeting 

Kokoda Memorial One Tree Hill 
Cascade Gardens, Gold Coast. 
Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance 
Sherwood/Indooroopilly RSL, Corinda 
Gold Coast, Qld 
East Malvern RSL,  
 

September Wed 4th  
Tues 10th 

1100 
1800 for 1900  
 

Battle For Australia  
Committee Meeting 

Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance 
East Malvern RSL,  
 

October  Tues 8th 
Fri 25th  
 
TBC 

1800 for 1900  
1900 
 
TBC 
 

Committee Meeting 
KTF Ralph Honner Oration 
Dinner 
TSS Cadet Passing Out Parade 

East Malvern RSL,  
Sydney * 
 
Southport School 

November Tues 12th 1800 for 1900  
 

Committee Meeting East Malvern RSL,  
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

 
Many Best wishes for a wonderful day to each of our 

veterans who have Birthdays in June and July.  
 

  Jack Duffy –    16th June 1922 
George Cops- 28th July 1922 
Max Kirwan-   28th July 1925 

 
Best Wishes to all our members who are celebrating  birthdays in the next two months. We hope you have a great day. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 



          

v Pte. Jack Withers  V104391  B Company, died peacefully on the 5th May. He was  the  last remaining 39th’ 
veteran from NSW. His funeral was held at 10:30 on Friday 17 May at Lester & Son Funerals 359/371 
Wantigong St North Albury. The Battalion Association was represented at the funeral by Mary Holloway. In 
recognition of his service with the 39th.  MP Justin Clancy, the local state member for Albury was also in 
attendance as well as many local RSL members and friends. 

v  
v Jack McLeod celebrated one his birthdays on Sunday 26th May. Jack had put 

up his age to join up. He has another birthday listed for 2nd September. On 
Christmas Day 1941 his father offered him the opportunity to  avoid active 
service as he was underage but Jack wanted to stay with the 39th. As he has 
not been feeling too well lately Jack spent Anzac Day quietly at home 
remembering in his own way. On his mantlepiece he placed photos of his 
father, grandfather, his mate Bill Young and himself and thought about his 
time in PNG. 

v  
v Les Arnel has not been too well either and we wish him all the best  
v  
v Arthur Grassby and his wife have now moved into Rutherford Lodge in Bairnsdale. Arthur was so pleased to 

hear that six Gippsland young people have been awarded the Athur Grassby Scholarship to walk the Kokoda 
Track in July. This scholarship program has attracted wide support in the local community with over 24  groups 
assisting with sponsorship. A truly wonderful tribute to Arthur and the men of the 39th. 

v  
v Many of our veterans are now receivng the recognition they deserve with scholarships and awards named 

after them. We have the Harry Bould Award, The Arthur Grassby Scholarship, The Alan Moore Cup and the 
Peter Holloway Cup. One of our members, Greg Green, has proposed setting up an award to recognise Jim 
Cowey and another 39th member from the Healesville/Lilydale area. He is working with his local muncipality  
about the possibility of establishing such an award. The 39th Association is enthusiastic to see this happen. 

v  
v Congratulations to Colonel Kimberlea Juchniewicz, former CO of the 39th OSB. Kimberlea has recently been 

promoted to Colonel and becomes the first CO of the 39th OSB to reach this rank. Well Done! 
v  
v Following the ceremony to mark the100th anniversary of the disbanding of the 39th AIF, Tim Fitzgerald has 

been invited to Randwick Barracks in Sydney to address the 39th OSB on the history of the WW1 39th. This will 
take place on the 13th June.  The story of the 39th lives on today. 

v  
v Across Australia , on ANZAC Day, members of the 39th Battalion Association laid wreaths in memory of 

fathers,  grandfathers, brothers , nephews or uncles or just to honour the memory of the 39th. These are just a 
few of the locations: {Editor’s note: All of these photos are on the covers of the GG} 

 Kings Park , Perth WA 
 Mount Lawley War Memorial, Inglewood, WA 
 Mornington , Vic             Boort, Vic 
 Kew RSL, Vic 
 Kokoda Memorial, Dandenong Ranges National Park,Vic 
 Austin Health- Heidelberg Hospital, Vic 
             Cobram.Vic 
 Bomana Cemetery, Port Morseby PNG 

v Ian Smith wrote from Perth to tell us of the services he and his family attended there. “KINGS PARK The photo 
is of my nephew, Chad Smith, his wife, Renee and sons, Charlie and Noah. Chad is a 39th Battalion 
Association member and trekked Kokoda with me in 2016. He lives in Melbourne but was visiting us in Perth 
and I took him and his family to the Dawn Service at Kings Park. His oldest son Charlie is wearing his Great 
Grandfather’s medals – I mentioned to you previously that my father served with the RAAF at both Port 
Moresby and Milne Bay during the second world war .MOUNT LAWLEY – INGLEWOOD. The photo is of my 2 
children – my son, Harrison (wearing his grand fathers medals) and my daughter Alex. We attended the Mount 
Lawley War Memorial Service a little later in the day after the Kings Park service. We proudly inserted the 39th 
Battalion cards in each of the floral donations at both of these functions 

v  

 

MEMBER NEWS 



v John and Pat Akhurst were proud to lay the wreath on ANZAC Day at the Classic 
v Alan Moore and his family laid a posy of lantana at the Mornington Ceremony. 
v  
v Owen Kirk laid  a wreath in Boort and following the march and service, joined the local RSL for morning tea. 

He discovered that Peter and Mary Holloway were well known there. He took time to look at the plaque on the 
outside wall of the RSL Club rooms which records the names of all people from the Boort District who have 
enlisted. 

v  
v Geoff Hardie and 3 Cub Scouts laid their wreath on the 14th April at their local ceremony. 
v  
v Mary Holloway represented the 39th Battalion at the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital, Austin Health and laid a 

wreath at the 39th plaque. 
v  
v Fiona Gough laid a wreath in Cobram. She wrote that she was so proud and honoured to lay a wreath on the 

39th’s behalf 
v  
v Flowers laid on the Cenotaph at Bomana Cemetery by Dylan Howard andJohn Redmond at the completion of 

the Kokoda Trek. 
v  
v Kathleen Owen from Swansea attended the Dawn Service at Pelican Flats and placed a wreath on the 

Cenotaph there. 
v New Members- We welcome as new members to the Association and look forward to them joining us at 

Battalion events 
- Benjamin Webb, Sunbury, Vic. Grandson of Herbert Webb 
- Ian Gielan, Naeere Warren, Vic. Grandson of Keith Howe 
- Katrina Thompson, Mt Crosby, Qld. Granddaughter of J McEnearney 

 
v On Friday 17th May the 39th Battalion Banner was placed into the safe keeping of the Camberwell Grammar 

Cadet Unit. It will be on display in a specially constructed cabinet.A more detailed report of the ceremony will 
given in the August Good Guts. 

v  
v As time passes the 39th, 2/14th & 2/16 are sharing events and growing closer together.  Our President, Mrs 

Merren Sockdale represented the Battalion at the 2/14 Reunion Lunch held on the 24th April at the Victoria 
Barracks. Guest speaker at the lunch was a current serving army officer who contrasted life in the Army with 
what it would have been like for our veterans in 1941-5. Also present was Trevor Ingram representing the 
2/16.  On Anzac Day members from the three Battalions lunched together at the Rising Sun Hotel in Sth 
Melbourne and both Trevor, Craig and their wives attended the 39th AGM and lunch. 

2/14  Reunion Lunch 24th April  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lunch at the Rising Sun Hotel, ANZAC Day 

 

 

 

 



 
 

JACK WITHERS  
                    16th October 1920 – 5th May 2019 

                         V 104391. B Coy 
 

We honour the life of Jack Withers- a gallant soldier of the 39th Battalion. Pte Jack 
Withers served his country in B Company and later in the 5th Aust Works Coy. 
 
The 39th Battalion was formed in October 1941 in Victoria largely of 18 and 19-year-old militia troops 
who volunteered for service, 1500 in total. Following two months of a rudimentary basic training at 
Darley Army Camp, after Christmas 1941, this untried and poorly equipped militia Battalion to which 
Jack belonged, was dispatched for garrison duty in Port Moresby. 
 

Following initial garrison duties, on the 24th June 1942, the 39th received orders to oppose a possible Japanese 
overland attack on Port Moresby via the Kokoda Track across the Owen Stanley Range. During July, B Company of 
which Jack was a member, fought delaying actions along the track forward of Kokoda, and was driven from Kokoda on 
29th July by the overwhelming strength of the Japanese.   
 
Speaking to journalist on the 60th anniversary of the Battle for Kokoda, Jack recalled how lucky he had been to survive 
that battle. “I had a bullet through my hat”, he said. At the same time Jack recalled words which had been said to him 
and his mates before the battle “Boys, this is your last night on earth”.  But he and his mate Frank Gould as well as 
many others of the Battalion survived the night.   
 
No one could have imagined that a militia battalion sent for garrison duty in Papua New Guinea would find itself 
engaged in battles that marked a turning point for the defence of Australia and ultimately led to the defeat of the 
Japanese Empire. These were the men of the 39th Australian Infantry Battalion - a band of militiamen, regarded by 
their regular army comrades as chocolate soldiers who would melt in the heat of battle - who faced the Japanese on 
the Kokoda Track and stopped their determined march towards Port Moresby and a likely invasion of Australia.  This 
was the first time the Japanese had been repelled in their advance through the Pacific.  This was a band of men who 
achieved beyond expectation under the appalling conditions of the tropical jungle in what has been described as a 
“blood over mud” experience.  

This was the Battalion to which Jack belonged. 
 
                  High on the Kokoda Track, on the pillars at the Isurava Memorial are engraved four words  

MATESHIP,  ENDURANCE,   COURAGE,   SACRIFICE 
 
These are the qualities demonstrated by the men of the 39th Infantry Battalion and stand as a reminder of the deeds of 
the past and to inspire future generations. The men of the 39th sacrificed so much for their country to ensure the 
freedoms we enjoy today. 

– Jack Withers was one of these men. 
Jack returned home to Albury to live with his family in Kokoda Street, Nth Albury. A daily 
reminder of his wartime experiences. His mates Frank Gould, Wally Moras, medical orderly 
Alan Hogan and Kevin Esler also returned home safely to the Albury district. After the war 
Jack worked on the railways and became active in his local community. He was a man of 
strong convictions and spoke his mind on many subjects. He never forgot his time in the 39th. 
In 2002 on the 60th anniversary of Kokoda Frank Gould, Wally Moras and Jack stood proudly 
beside a 39th banner and shared their memories of their time in PNG. 

 
Jack – you will be sadly missed by the 39th Battalion. 

 
You have certainly earned the respect and appreciation of all Australians 

 
In the jungles of Papua New Guinea there were no red poppies to lay in honour of the dead and so the Battalion Padre 

used Lantana, which grew there in profusion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We laid a sprig of lantana in memory of you and your comrades. 
Thank you for a job Well Done 



39th AIF 
 
The 24th April 2019 marks the one hundredth anniversary of the disbanding of the 39th AIF at Bouillancourt in France. 
Following the signing of the Armistice in November 1918 the battalion had been billeted there and settled down to wait 
for their orders for demobilisation. In preparation for their return home the AIF Education Service began operations and 
military training gave way to educational training. Lectures took place at night, often in the local school and covered 
such subjects as shorthand, book-keeping, mathematics, mechanics, agriculture, English and French. Most instructors 
were members of the battalion and were supported by lecturers from the Brigade and Divisional HQ who travelled 
around the various centres within their division. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Battalion’s last parade was held in Bouillancourt before February 1919 when demobilisation began and the first 
company returned to Australia. On the 24th April 1919, one hundred years ago, the last company began their trip 
home.  The Battalion was demobilised, its stores handed in and its records completed. 
. “At last the 39th ended its days of service and left France for home. The men were sad and glad to be leaving France-
sad for the comrades left behind for ever: glad for the family reunions to follow”  
     Page 249 –The Thirty-Ninth. The History of the Thirty-Ninth Battalion AIF 
 
On the 25th April 2019 descendants of the 39th AIF and the 39th Battalion gathered around the 39th AIF tree and 
plaque at the Shrine to commemorate that 100th anniversary. The two 39th banners stood side by side for a brief 
service led by Tim Fitzgerald whose grandfather served with the 39th AIF.  The current Commanding Officer of the 39th 
OSB, Lt Col Kate Holbeck, laid a wreath in memory of all those who have served under the 39th banner. 

  
 

 
 
  

                  Lt Col Kate Holbeck , CO 39th OSB        Lt Col  A.T. Paterson, D.S.O. M.C. V.D. CO 39th AIF 
  



39th ANNUAL MEETING & REUNION 
28th April 2019 

 
At the Annual Meeting the new committee was declared. Merren Stockdale remains as President and two new 
members, Kerry Sumbler and Dylan Howard, were welcomed to the committee. The warmest of thanks was extended 
to retiring member, Alfred Mallia for his untiring work to establish the Kokoda Precinct at One Tree Hill. Malcolm Owen 
was recognised with a life membership for all he does for the 39th. , Alan Moore received the life members’ badge on 
Mal’s behalf and will present it to Mal on his return from holidays.  

 

 
  



       
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GUEST SPEAKER- DR DAVID BIRD 
School Historian 

Archivist 
Camberwell Grammar School 

 
Camberwell Grammar Cadet Unit – a brief history, 1888-1988. 

The Camberwell School Army Cadet Unit has its origins in a terse announcement in 
the Victorian Government Gazette of 21 December 1888, in which the Governor was 
pleased “to approve of a detachment of Volunteer Cadets being formed in Camberwell 
Grammar School”. This beginning was modest but, under the able leadership of the 
charismatic Captain William Whitehead, the early cadets were able to survive the 
economically depressed 1890s and to enter the new century, when cadet training was 
set to become a matter of national responsibility. Although the fledgling unit had, in the 
words of Headmaster (‘Captain’) A.S. Hall, formed ‘a solid square’ by 1893, it was not 
until 1911 that the unit was able to be restructured formally as a component of the 
‘Commonwealth Military Cadet Corps’, from which time ‘boy conscription’ kept the unit 
at a viable strength. By 1914, the cadets were commanded by a staff member, well-
armed and proudly wearing a khaki uniform in the place of the old colonial blue serge. 
Although they had recently discarded their motto of “For God and Country”, this had 
neatly summarised their aspirations in the first quarter-century. 

 
The formal resurrection of the Camberwell cadets was in time for the bloody conflict that the Great War would 

bring from 1914-18 and a substantial proportion of the 250 Old Boys who volunteered for active service had first 
experienced military life within the disparate Camberwell units. While the boys at home continued to drill and learn to 
shoot straight, this was often without adequate uniforms and weapons given the recall of much of their equipment 
owing to wartime needs. Senior boys were also entrusted with the status of command, as many staff members 
volunteered for overseas service in the AIF. Times were difficult as compulsory drill was momentarily abolished and 
the formal operation of the cadet system was also suspended at times during the conflict. This affected morale in the 
diminished unit, as did the increasing list of the overseas fallen.   

The Camberwell ‘Cadet Corps’ had survived the Great War only to find the peace as challenging as those 
difficult earlier years. The 1920s saw a down-grading of the school cadet system as many now questioned the 
continued need for ‘boy conscription’. There were occasions during this decade when the social aspect of cadet 
training equalled the demands of military training. When the compulsory training of boys was abolished in 1929 by the 
Scullin government, it was replaced by a voluntary system for those schools which sought to retain a cadet unit. 
Camberwell Grammar did so, but the unit endured many changes of fortune through the “Devil’s Decade” of the 1930s, 
frequently enduring weapon shortages and disputes over the nature and cost of uniforms. Nevertheless, when war 
came again in September 1939, a reorganised if diminished corps emerged from the annual camp at Seymour armed 
and ready. The unit had now survived its first, testing half-century under four headmasters. 

This second major war in barely a generation forced the unit to endure for a second time many of the 
difficulties of its predecessors, such as personnel shortages and the scarcity of weapons owing to emergency recalls. 
Senior boys again filled the gaps left by the absent commanding schoolmasters and basic drill often replaced 
‘musketry’ training. 1943 marked the climax of these difficult years after a vice-regal visit saw an expression of 
approval from Lord Dugan, himself a military man. In addition, a long sought-after rifle-range was constructed on site. 
Air-raid training drill was added to the cadet repertoire during these years in a sign of the times. By 1945, 450 Old Boys 
had enlisted in the services, over 40 of whom were killed or missing – a sad list but one below that of the earlier 
conflict. As in the Great War, a substantial proportion of these young men had been Camberwell cadets. The unit 
nevertheless closed the war in August 1945 with a healthy strength of three platoons (at around 75 cadets). 

New regulation Army uniforms initiated the new post-war era in 1947 when the unit became part of the 
‘Australian Cadet Corps’, although the iconic slouch-hat was soon replaced by the beret. There was no repeat in this 
‘Cold War’ era of the earlier post-war belief that future conflict was unlikely and, accordingly, the cadets received 
training in the use of an extensive range of weaponry from hand grenades to machine guns and mortars. By 1953 the 



voluntary unit boasted a record strength of 110 cadets, morale boosted by the formation of a vigorous drum corps in 
1954. The unit also received a boost in 1960 when the clerical Headmaster Timpson determined that all boys other 
than the medically unfit were to join the ‘Cadet Unit’ when entering the Senior School, with a revised syllabus modelled 
on that of the “Outward Bound Movement” in the UK. During the three years of compulsory service that would follow, 
boys were to engage in military drill, but also in community service exercises, orienteering and hobbies of a broader 
nature. Thus, as in an earlier period, the 1960s unit was intended to resemble a uniformed, peacefully-inclined, 
community organisation as much as a military formation – ‘Army supported’, but not under direct military supervision. 
Once again, the cadets were adjusting to changing times. 

The augmented, new look ‘Cadet Unit’ began this new era in 1960 with what would become a ritual for many 
years by holding its Annual Camp of nine days at Puckapunyal, soon to become a training centre for National 
Servicemen. For the first time since 1888, the unit was commanded from 1964-68 by officers who were neither staff 
members nor senior students and, as another sign of the times, the traditional British-style, khaki battle-dress (already 
replaced by navy-blue in some instances such as the Guard) was now worn with Australian-style, jungle-green shirts. 
The “Adventure Training” mode was now in full flight with the unit engaged in abseiling, parachute jumping and 
orientation-inclined bivouacs during which the cadets utilised blank ammunition on manoeuvres – such ammunition 
and rifles would soon become hard to obtain. Numbers were falling again by 1968, as the compulsive elements of the 
Timpson reforms were not insisted upon, but morale was boosted in 1969 with the realization of a Cadet Band. In 1971 
an attempt was made to arrest any further decline by allowing selected members of the unit to participate in ‘Outdoor 
Pursuits’ groups which centred their activities on adventure training such as rock-climbing, archery, canoeing, 
advanced field-craft and navigation – this was all a long way from the concept of more focused military training 
experienced by earlier generations of cadets. These changes were not enough to save the cadet system in the 
estimation of some and the Whitlam government, in imitation of the measures of 1929, announced the disbanding of 
the post-war Australian Cadet Corps in September 1975. Fortunately for Camberwell, the Army generally wrote off the 
uniforms and stores in current usage by the units, allowing the school’s formation to survive one more crisis until the 
disbandment was overturned in time for the following year. The iconic .303 rifles, however, were gone forever and 
would have no place in the modern cadet units that followed. 

The cadet unit now faced an uncertain administrative and financial future, but there was a renewed 
determination to ‘soldier on’. The new focus of the late-1970s was more community-based than hitherto, which 
unsettled some, but the cadets already had great experience of coping with transition. A renewed attempt from 1983 to 
discourage schools from continuing to host cadet units failed to avert Camberwell Grammar from its duty. Only 
financial uncertainty continued to threaten the corps, but the school community nevertheless bonded to sustain what 
had now become a basic unit of the school’s structure. Belatedly, it was acknowledged by 1988 that the Camberwell 
School Army Cadet Unit was one hundred years old.  

 
Dr David Bird 

 
 
Craig Iskov placed on display his father’s recollections of the battles at Gona.  Sgt Bob Iskov had collected a number 
of Japanese weapons and colour bars and Craig  was pleased to be sharing them with Alan Moore. For Alan, it 
brought back many memories of that battle and he spoke with Craig about them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOODBYE NEW GUINEA 
Dedicated to all the Men who Served in Papau New Guinea 

 
Australia, we are coming, we will soon be leaving now, 

So we will say goodbye, New Guinea, before we make our bow: 
We see the tangled mountains, raising finger points to God, 
Jungle hides the roughhewn stairs our weary feet have trod. 

 
A bastion strong you proved to be, defending our fair land, 
We thank your fuzzy Wuzzies who gave us a helping hand: 
Your slippery muddy pathways, your mochers and disease, 

Helped us stop the onrush of the clever Japanese. 
 

Efogi to the Imita they overplayed their hand, 
Our reinforcements sent them reeling from the promised land; 

There tumbling streams make music, softly borne on mountain breeze, 
And gentle sounds of mating doves are heard beneath the trees. 

 
There loveliest tropic butterflies, of every colour sheen, 
Like strips of flying velvet brighten sombre jungle green; 

The little friendly fireflies, that break the dark of night, 
The fungus in the undergrowth with phosphorescent light. 

 
The scented trees with gorgeous flowers, the orchids fine and rare, 

The beauty of the Rona Falls, with any can compare; 
The bower birds’ playgrounds in the moss, and birds of paradise, 

Mother Nature guards them well, for man must pay her price. 
 

On Buna’s flats you’ll see them, gold specks in the soil, 
Near the rubber and coffee plantations, where the natives toil; 

IN the villages Kekenes will sing their old refrain, 
When the yellow men are vanquished and peace is back again. 

 
One time we did not like you, with your rainy afternoon – 

But did your blazing sunsets , the glory of your moon; 
The crisp air of Myola, the cold creeks of the lake, 

The calling of the bell-birds when day was on the break. 
 

We leave behind our comrades, with their names upon the cross, 
They are resting in your keeping, and we know you will guard our loss; 

They are lying in the jungle, where the ground is seldom trod, 
And in the warm wet coastlands, beneath the kunai sod. 

 
We leave you now, New Guinea, with a friendship fast and right, 

May the hand-clasp ever strengthen of the comrades brown and white; 
In Australia’s hour of peril we found your men were true, 

Goodbye, Goodbye, New Guinea, may the great God proper you. 
 

Sapper H “Bert” Beros 
NX6925, R.A.E. A.I,F 

Written at Isbatabu, on the high level just above the Rona Pass, about 25 miles from Port Morseby 

 



ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATIONS & PARADE 
                    BRISBANE 2019 

Members of the 39th Battalion Association enjoyed two days of Commemorations this year, with The Southport School 
(TSS) being invited to participate in the annual Tattersalls Club ANZAC Memorial Service held in the Club premises 
the day before the Brisbane march. TSS Cadets marched the 39Bn Banner into the Service with the Church of 
England Grammar School Tri-Service Catafalque Party.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Brisbane March was led by Vice President, David Bellairs and the 39th Banner was carried by cadets from the 
Southport School {TSS} Army Cadet Heritage Guard.  



ANZAC DAY-THE SCHOOLS REMEMBER 
 

On the 23rd April  Alan Moore, Geoff Pledge and Mary Holloway visited Belgrave Sth Primary School to talk about the 
39th Battalion and the importance of remembering our debt of gratitude to our veterans especially on ANZAC Day. Alan 
is very popular with the Grade 6 students and they were so excited that he was well enough to make the visit to the 
school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANZAC DAY SERVICE FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 

DANDENONG RANGES NATIONAL PARK 
FERNTREE GULLY 

WEDNESDAY 1st MAY 
11AM 

This important service was previously organized by the Yarra Valley Branch of 
Legacy. In 2017 Legacy was no longer able to organize this service,so  the 
2/14 Battalion Association decided to step up to the mark and do so. It had the 
backing of Parks Victoria and the other Battalion Associations which were 
involved in the Kokoda Track, namely the 39th, 2/16th and 2/27th.  
 
The presidents  of each were in attendance and the guest speaker was Trevor 
Ingram representing the 2/16th.  
One of our goals is to maintain the educational aspect of our Association as the 
original veterans slowly fade away. This Service is a part of our mission of 
education, especially of school children. 

 
 What better way than to bring this group together, which included many schools from the Dandenong Ranges area as 
well as a couple of schools from the Kingsbury area. The Principals of the schools were very keen for the children to 
have this experience and understand more about the deeds of the service men and women who fought for the freedom 
of this country.  Several veterans were able to attend and John Hannah came for the 39th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Kokoda 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I never would have thought Kokoda would be on my agenda, at least not for a long time. But out of 
nowhere I had the feeling that I wanted to do it and complete it.  
The first step was booking it and then it was training for a year. For me I didn’t train, I think I only 
did 3 days at the You Yang’s and one Kokoda Historical training run at Mount Macedon.  
I learnt enough of the history through my grandad over time, since he had completed it four times 
and was coming with me for his fifth. I read a little bit, watched a few films but knew a fair bit of the 
history. The training I did do, was fun, nothing like Kokoda, far from it, it was a walk in the park 
compared to the track.  
I wasn’t fussed with not training too much; during the time I should have been training it was 
preseason for football so I was doing some form of physical movement twice a week.  
I was very fortunate before my trip to meet two Veterans of the 39th Battalion, George Cops and 
Alan “Kanga” Moore. Both veterans shared stories of the track and their own personal experience 
with me and my grandad and I will forever be grateful to have the opportunity to meet George and 
Alan. 
 
I wanted to do the track to prove myself and I think for a lot of people it’s the same, for me the 
history was a big factor but not the only factor in me walking the track. Along the way you learn a 
lot about the history and the same about yourself, it a good thing to do if you want to see how far 
you can take yourself mentally and physically.  
 
 
Fast forward to the track, I don’t think I’ll ever have the words to describe how amazing it was, 
there’s just something about walking up a hill. 
 
To break it down we walked roughly 9-10 hours a day, 20+ km and an average of 200 flights. 
But in all of that we were very lucky, it only rained twice and that was at night, we didn’t get the 
“full” experience as some might say, but we definitely got an experience of a lifetime. 



The sleeping arrangements were something else, just imagine a sleeping swag, it was roughly the 
same size and height but a tent. You had to fit your packs in the tent too in case a local walked 
through the village you were sleeping in and stole your items. For us females it was harder to get 
dressed, you can’t sit up in the tents but we all made it work and at the end of the day we were just 
exhausted and went to sleep by 8pm so we weren’t fussed. The toilets weren’t as bad as I thought 
they would be, yes a hole in the ground is the best way to describe them but at most villages there 
was an actual toilet seat with a hole directly under it (note don’t look down, under no 
circumstances). “Showering” was one of the best reasons to get into camp before dark, if we were 
lucky some camps had a shower cubicle that was a hose with running water from the river, other 
nights it was just bathing in a river. Even though it was freezing cold at first, it was all you needed 
after a long day of walking in that PNG heat. 
 
I can’t pin point all my favourite spots or experiences but here’s a few: 
Isurava, to every Australian that has learnt of the Battle of Kokoda, this major battle sight has an 
effect on everyone that has been there. Whether it's the four pillars with Endurance, Sacrifice, 
Mateship and Courage or if it’s the ground that the 39th Battalion held from the Japanese forces or 
the sacrifice Private Bruce Kingsbury took on his own initiative. He charged with a Bren gun, 
shooting from the hip against intense enemy machine-gun fire, causing many casualties. Alone, he 
continued to sweep the enemy with his fire until he fell, shot by a sniper.  
Brigade Hill, the view was better than words could ever be described. We had a service which was 
moving to just imagine what those diggers went through and some only as old as me at the time of 
walking the track (19) makes it even more inspiring.  
 
There were a lot of river crossings; one day towards the end of the trek we crossed 11 just in one 
day. A few slips were taken and one fall that almost saw me hitting my head on a rock, luckily my 
porter was always by my side and quickly to my aid if I did fall. I didn’t fall in the water which was a 
bonus. The porters are not far from amazing, I wouldn’t have been able to finish the track without 
my porter Gordon, he literally pulled me up hill steps taller than me, waited with me while I needed 
a break, carried my pack with all my clothes in it. Let’s not forget he set up my tent after a long day 
of walking, dug a trench around the tent when it was raining so the tent wouldn’t flood. These 
porters are ancestors of the Fuzzy Wuzzy angels and you can definitely see it, they have such a 
caring and helping nature.  
 
During the trip I met some amazing people, but four individuals come to mind specifically. The first 
two, Jason and Dayna took me under their wing when my grandad got air lifted out. Words would 
never be able to describe the gratitude and how thankful I am to of met such wonderful individuals. 
The second two Simon and Emily I met before the trip at a training run, my family knew their family 
pretty well. Anyone would have thought Emily and I had been mates for years, from checking to 
make sure Emily’s eyes weren’t puffy for our Instagram photos to the banter we all had between 
Jason, Dayna, Emily and myself our friendships will definitely last a lifetime.  

 
 
Overall our whole group was awesome, the bond we all created and how quickly we all along it 
defintely made the trip more memorable.  



Of the best moments was visiting all the villages, all the kids run up to you, it puts a smile on your 
face. I took over little flash cards with animals and words on them, plus little koala keychains to 
give out to the little kids. For me that was the highlight of my trip, to be able to make these kids 
smile and get so excited over something so small meant the world. I took over a football and was 
saving it for one kid in particular, I left it until our last day and as we crossed the Goodwater camp 
there was a kid in my distance waving and jumping up and down, that was him I decided in that 
small moment he would get my footy that I carried the whole way. He was a pretty cute kid, a bit 
shy but as I walked off I looked back and he was jumping up and down with his new toy, my heart 
has never felt so full. 
 

 
 
There’s no doubt that this track will test you, and what you thought was “normal” isn’t, 
disconnecting from the world for 9 days and only having communication through a satellite phone 
you start to appreciate having a mobile phone, an education and a stable job. A lot of questions 
people have about the track and one question I had was, are there many hard days and the 
answer is every day is hard some days you might have a really hard day and it could take you 12 
hours to get into camp for myself day 2 was the hardest, a few mental breakdowns at the fact that 
my grand dad got air lifted out that morning but that’s when you pick yourself up and your porter is 
there every step with you. I created my little cheer squad of porters that day, they just help you 
when you can’t help yourself and it means alot. The food is pretty good, taking your own snacks is 
a must! But one thing I like about Kokoda Historical is for lunch and dinner fresh meals were 
cooked, and they tasted delicious. So if anyone is reading this and wondering if they should do 
Kokoda the answer is YES, yes it’s hard, mentally and physically, it will test you to the extreme! 
But if it was easy everyone would do it. 
It was one of the best things I’ve ever done and the most rewarding, we owe the fallen so much 
and they would want us, as Australians to walk in their footsteps and to have a greater 
appreciation for our country.  
 
I want to personally thank Kokoda Historical for the experience, history and overall amazement. 
 
- Jorgia Redmond  
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