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JOHN  REDMOND CATCHES UP WITH ARTHUR AND JEAN GRASSBY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HE ALSO VISITED GEORGE COPS IN HOSPITAL  
 



  
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
 
Dear 39th Veterans, family and friends, 
 
August is another very busy month for the Association as it marks the anniversary of the 
day, in 1942, when 39th Australian Infantry Battalion grabbed the initiative from the 
Japanese and in doing so, recaptured Kokoda. This courageous act brought about 
several days of delay which, history shows us, proved to be critical later in the campaign. 
It was also the first time the Battalion fought as an entire unit.  
 
To mark this special day there will be, in the tradition set by the veterans themselves, a 
Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne on Sunday, 11th August. Guest 
speaker will be Captain Ben Clover.  

 
On Thursday 8th August, the actual anniversary of Kokoda Day, a Commemorative Service will be held at One Tree 
Hill in the Dandenong Ranges National Park where the guest speaker will be Minister Robin Scott MP., Minister for 
Veterans. Queensland people have not been forgotten.Southport RSL are hosting a Kokoda Day Memorial Service at 
Cascade Gardens, Broadbeach, commencing at 10.30 am. The annual Kokoda Day Commemoration Service will also 
be held at the Sherwood Indooroopilly Sub Branch, Corinda commencing at 11am. Our appreciation goes to both 
these RSLs  for their services. 
 
These services are all open to the public and I know the organizers would love to see a large crowd at each of them. 
Full details are elsewhere in this edition of the Good Guts as well as on the webpage. I do hope you will consider 
inviting family, friends and neighbors to join you on the day as we pause to remember 
 
Commemorations will continue for the Forrester family when veteran, Arnie Forrester, celebrates his 100th birthday on 
the 25th August. We send our congratulations and very best wishes to him for reaching this mile stone. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Merren Stockdale 
President  
 
 
Deeds not Words, 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
As we go to press, to our knowledge,   

we have 14 surviving 39th Battalion Veterans. 
 

DISTRIBUTION    - Victoria 10: Queensland 3:  SA   1 
 

 
THANK YOU 

 
 
The 39th Battalion Association is very grateful for the support given by the Victorian Veterans’ Council and wishes to 
acknowledge our grant this year from the ANZAC DAY Proceeds Fund to support the publication of the Battalion 
Association Newsletter, The Good Guts, during 2019. 
We have been the fortunate recipients of this grant for the past seven years and it has greatly assisted us to maintain 
the standard of the “Good Guts” that our veteran members have come to expect. 
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Within  the hallowed grounds of the Bomana Cemetery stands a plinth with the words ”Greater Love Has No Man 
Than To Lay Down His Life For His Brother” carved into the stone. 
 
If, like me, you have stood in front of it and pondered those words you only have to lift your eyes and let them roam 
over the rows of grave headstones that stretch away in front of you. The cost of the freedoms we enjoy today both as 
a nation and as individuals was paid by those resting in these graves, other war cemeteries around the world and in 
unmarked graves at battle sites where they fell. 
 
As the 8th August again draws nearer it is timely for us to recall the sacrifices made by the men of the 39th as for the 
first time Kokoda and its strategically vital airstrip was protected from the enemy. It was a bloody and bitter battle in 
which twenty-two of the 39th lost their lives and seventeen were wounded. 
 
However this battle has become a defining moment in the life and history of the Battalion. So often derided as 
”chocolate soldiers” who would melt in the heat of battle, their victory at Kokoda on the 8th August, albeit short lived, 
cemented the bonds of mateship, courage, sacrifice and endurance that have never been broken. 
 
This Kokoda Day you are invited to join the Battalion Association as it remembers this important date and honours the 
memory of those whose love of their fellow Australians and their country has allowed us to be what we are today. 

 
LEST WE FORGET 

 
 

 



          

 
39th Battalion Events 
 
Proposed Calendar Dates for 2019.  
 
Events printed in bold are events the 39th Bn Association is running or helping to run. 
 Italics are events to which Association invited    * = cost  
 

2019  
 

Date Time Function Location 

June 
 

Tues 10th 1800 for 1900  
 

Committee Meeting East Malvern RSL,  
 

July Tues 8th 1800 for 1900  
 

Committee Meeting East Malvern RSL,  
 

August Thurs 8th  
Thurs 8th  
Sun 11th 
Sun 11th  
Sun 11th  
Tues 13th 

1300 
TBC 
1400 
1100 
TBC 
1800 for 1900  
 

Kokoda Day Service 
Kokoda Day Service 
Kokoda Day Pilgrimage 
Kokoda Day Service 
Kokoda Beach Walk 
Committee Meeting 

Kokoda Memorial One Tree Hill 
Cascade Gardens, Gold Coast. 
Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance 
Sherwood/Indooroopilly RSL, Corinda 
Gold Coast, Qld 
East Malvern RSL,  
 

September Wed 4th  
Tues 10th 

1100 
1800 for 1900  
 

Battle For Australia  
Committee Meeting 

Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance 
East Malvern RSL,  
 

October  Tues 8th 
Fri 25th  
 
TBC 

1800 for 1900  
1900 
 
TBC 
 

Committee Meeting 
KTF Ralph Honner Oration 
Dinner 
TSS Cadet Passing Out Parade 

East Malvern RSL,  
Sydney * 
 
Southport School 

November Tues 12th 1800 for 1900  
 

Committee Meeting East Malvern RSL,  
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 Many Best wishes for a wonderful day to each of 
our veterans who have Birthdays in August and 

September .   
  Arthur GRASSBY  10th August 1925 

 
Arnie FORRESTER 25th August 1919 – One Hundred 

Years Young 
 

Jack MCLEOD 2nd September 1922- his official Army 
Birthday 

 
Best Wishes to all our members who are celebrating  birthdays in the next two months. We hope you have a great 

day. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 



KOKODA DAY 
ANNUAL  PILGRIMAGE TO THE SHRINE 

 
11th August 2:PM 

 
Guest  Speaker- Captain Ben Clover 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Kokoda Day Observance, which this year falls on Sunday 11th August, commemorates the 8th 
August 1942 when the 39th Battalion was fighting the Japanese at Kokoda.  This service gives us 
the opportunity to remember all those who gave their lives in active service, especially on the 
Kokoda Track, or who have subsequently died. The 39th Battalion has Kokoda listed as one of its 
Battle Honours.  
 
Kokoda Day is the most important day in the Battalion Association’s annual calendar. The 
veterans themselves chose the second Sunday in August as an appropriate day for this annual 
pilgrimage to the Shrine of Remembrance to honour their lost mates and the actions of the 
Battalion. All members and friends are invited to join us at the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance 
for this Annual Pilgrimage.  
 
 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO AS MANY OF OUR MEMBERS AS POSSIBLE JOINING US AT THE 

SHRINE FOR THIS IMPORTANT OBSERVANCE FOR OUR BATTALION.  
 

Aftenoon tea will be served at the conclusion of the service. 
 

SEE YOU THERE 
 

Any veterans who need assistance with transport or accommodation are asked to contact Merren 
Stockdale 03 54288886 



 
KOKODA DAY 

ONE TREE HILL - DANDENONG RANGES NATIONAL PARK 
8th AUGUST 1PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The 8th August  is a very important day in the story of the 39th Battalion. 
 

It is a day held in great respect and reverence by all veteran members of the Battalion. 
 

Seventy seven  years ago, on the 8th August 1942, “A” Company succeeded in re-occupying 
Kokoda where they fought off a series of fierce day and night attacks until nightfall of the  10th 
August when, greatly outnumbered, their food and ammunition exhausted, they were forced to 
withdraw with their wounded.  Twenty two members of A Coy were killed in that battle and we 
honour their memory on this day. 

 
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE 39TH BATTALION ASSOCIATION  

 
ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 

 
THE KOKODA MEMORIAL SERVICE 

 
 1PM 

 
AT THE KOKODA MEMORIAL PLATEAU 

 
ONE TREE HILL 

 DANDENONG RANGES NATIONAL PARK 
 

GUEST SPEAKER - THE HON ROBIN SCOTT 
 

MINISTER FOR VETERANS 
VICTORIAN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

 
 
 

As part of the Kokoda Day Commemoration during  the month of August all plaques on the Walk of Honour 
will be for the men of the 39th  If  you have not yet visited the Walk of Honour perhaps now is the time to do 
so. It can be found at the top of the “Thousand Steps”  walk. It is actually Lyrebird Track, Tremont.Vic 3785 



 
 
 
KOKODA DAY –QUEENSLAND 
CASCADE GARDENS- GOLD COAST- 8TH AUGUST 
 
 
 
 
  



“The Price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance” 

    Sherwood-Indooroopilly RSL Sub-Branch Inc 
ABN: 75 826 080 098 

2 Clewley St Corinda Qld 4075 
The Returned and Services League of Australia  

Queensland Branch 
   
All correspondence to:  Ph:    (07) 3278 6786   
PO Box 100             
Corinda  Qld  4075    
                                                   Email: admin@sherwdipillyrsl.org.au 

Web: www.sherwdipillyrsl.org.au  
 

 
Sherwood Sub-Branch Chartered 1919 

100th Anniversary 2019 
 

“Lest We Forget” 

 
16 July 2019 
  
 
        INVITATION – KOKODA DAY COMMEMORATION SERVICE SUNDAY 11th AUGUST 2019 
 
 
On behalf of the 39th Infantry Battalion Association (Queensland) and their comrades-in-
arms, the 49th Battalion, and the 2/14 and 2/16 AIF Bns, Sherwood Indooroopilly RSL Sub-
Branch has much pleasure in inviting you and your family to their Kokoda Day 
Commemoration on Sunday 11th August.  Please arrive by 10:50am.  A light lunch will be 
served after the ceremony. 
 
 
The Kokoda commemorative service will take place at the Kokoda Stone which is located at 
the Croll Memorial Precinct at 2 Clewley Street, Corinda.  The Guest Speaker will be Dr 
Genevieve Nelson, CEO – Kokoda Track Foundation.  Genevieve is one of Kokoda Track 
Foundations founding directors and has been CEO since 2009. 
 
 
We also welcome CO LtCol Kate Holbeck with a message of support from the 39th 

Operational Support Battalion Randwick NSW.  
 
Please advise your attendance by email admin@sherwdipillyrsl.org.au or phone 3278 6786 
by the 9th August.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
Glenn Mostyn 
President 

KOKODA DAY –QUEENSLAND 
SHERWOOD INDOOROOPILLY RSL -11TH AUGUST 

  



 
  GREAT NEWS- Our New Instagram Account. 

 Spread the word with family and friends, 39th Battalion has joined Instagram. Through this social media 
 platform we hope to share history, upcoming events, news and photos.  For those with Instagram,  all you 
 have to do is search for "39thbattalion" and click "follow" to keep up to date. Feel free to like, comment on or 
 re-share the posts.  
 

 I thought you might be interested to know that I attended a reception for bands at ANZAC house a week or so 
ago. Imagine my thrill to be (once again) awarded best school band in the March.  

 I'm just happy that I can get 50 of us there on time, all turned out, blue hats, and (mostly) in step and the 
 honour of leading the 39th. Needless to say, our Principal was very proud.  
 The new RSL President, Dr Rob Webster is very approachable and is interested in our September trip to 
 Singapore. He wants us to stream our ceremony at the Krangi War Cemetery. 
 Hope all is well,Cheerio,Claudia.  
 Editor’s Note; We congratulate the band on their success once again and look forward to hearing more about 
 their September trip to Singapore.. 

Our Talented  Band - The Koo Wee Rup Secondary College Band 
 

 
 

 For those on the Gold Coast the Rotary Kokoda Beach Classic  will be held on Sunday 11th August. Details 
are available for George Friend. rsg@kokoda.com  

 
 Alfred Mallia arranged for an annual football match to be held on 10th August in Warrnambool in honour of the 

39th Battalion. The clubs that will be competing are the Warrnambool Football Club and the Hamilton Football 
Club. He has identified 23 Veterans of the 39th that have lived in Warrnambool and the surrounding areas 
such as Hamilton, Colac, Terang, Port Fairy, Cobden, Koroit and Camperdown. The Nth Warrnambool football 
club will have an honour wall in their clubhouse which will house the small information panels of the 23 
Veterans. This will be an annual event and hopefully the first of many around regional Victoria. If you are in 
Warrnambool that day why not go along and support the game. 

 
 Stage 3 planning of the One Tree Hill project is now underway for the building  of  three PNG style huts with 

audi visual capacity to tell the story of  the 39th in 1942. Aplications for funding have been made but donations 
will be very welcome from members and friends. Please go to the GoFundMe Page if you would like to 
contribute to this wonderful project. 

 
 News of our veterans 

 Alan Moore is very pleased that his legs are improving and allowing him to get around more 
 George Cops is now home after a trip to hospital with pneumonia. Keep warm George and take care of 
 yourself. 
 Jack McLeod is holding his own but is looking forward to the warmer weather. 
 Max Kirwin is now home after respite care following his car accident. He and Nicole are doing well. 
 Les Arnel is not so well  and we send him our best wishes. 
 

 On the 12th June the Harold Bould Award for 2019/ 2020 was held in the Pakenham office of Edward 
O’Donohue. The 2019 recipents have now began their trek and applications for the 2020 award are underway. 

 
 Recipients of the Arthu Grassby Scholarship for 2019 left on the 1st July to begin their trek. 

 

 

MEMBER NEWS 



 Did you know that Spring Gully Primary School, a local Bendigo School, awards a scholarship each year to 
grade Six students named after a 39th Battalion veteran and his cousin? On the 9th December 1942, Private 
Stanley Albert Comte V65089 died of wounds received at Gona. His cousin, Flight Sergeant  Keith Cook was 
lost in air operations on the 23rd July 1945. Both had been students of Spring Gully School. At the end of the 
war two scholarships were created to honour the two sevicemen, one for a Grade 6 boy and one for a Grade 6 
girl. Later the sholarships became known as the “Comte-Cook Award” and have remained an annual event at 
the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 New Members 
 Peter Garratt- Researching the history of the 39th and the Kokoda Campaign 
 Kath Evans- Strong interest in history and honouring our soldiers. 
 John Cook- Trekked the Kokoda Track in March 2019 
  Peter Simpson- Supporter of the 39th  
 
 We welcome our new members and look forward to seeing them at battalion events 
 

 Replica Walk of Honour Panels - $70.00. N ow available direct from the manufacturer.  
 A4 size replica panels of your veteran’s Walk of Honour panel to keep or display at home. Made in the same 
 colours as the real ones, but using Aluminium sandwich panel, long-life and durable. 

 Contact details : Ian Ayre  Email sales@identisign.com.au Phone 03 8795 7712 
 

 
 
FAMOUS QUOTES FROM WINSTON CHURCHILL 
 

Ø From now on, ending a sentence with a preposition is something up with which I shall not put. 
Ø A fanatic is one who can't change his mind and won't change the subject. 
Ø Bessie Braddock: "Sir, you are drunk."    Churchill: "Madam, you are ugly. In the morning, I shall be sober." 
Ø Nancy Astor: "Sir, if you were my husband, I would give you poison."   Churchill: "If I were your husband I 

would take it." 
Ø You have enemies? Good. That means you've stood up for something, sometime in your life 
Ø If you have ten thousand regulations, you destroy all respect for the law 

  



 
 
 
 

Revisisting the P.N.G.VISIT 27.09.2010 to 30.09.2010 
By Alan (Kanga) Moore 

As guests of Wayne and Michelle Wetherall of Kokoda Spirit, accompanied by our President Alan Jameson, I travelled 
to Papua New Guinea to unveil a plaque honouring the 39th Battalion and the 39th Battalion members Captain Samuel 
Templeton and Privates Thomas Herbert, Sydney Moffat, Harry Lubansky and Leslie Speechly who paid the supreme 
sacrific in the Oivi Gorari area engagement with the invading Japanese, in July 1942.  Also present, as guests of Doug 
Henderson of Kokoda Challenge were, from Queensland, Cec. Driscoll a member of our 11 platoon and survivor of 
that encounter and Clarrie Meredith of 53rd battalion. 
Accommodation in Port Moresby on the first 
night was at the Gateway Hotel.  The following 
morning light aircraft moved us to Kokoda 
where we were welcomed by Sister Margaret at 
the Kokoda hospital and installed at the hospital 
‘guest house’.  A familiar face then appeared, it 
being that of the Kokoda Village Chief, 
Benjamin.  It was he who marched with us in 
Melbourne on Anzac Day in full Tribal dress.  
He had stayed on for an unforgettable two 
weeks in Melbourne – in warmer clothes. 
Next, we were taken to the Kokoda plateau for 
an inspection of the memorials and the Kokoda 
museum and were entertained to some 
spectacular dancing by the locals.  That night 
we were transported to a local village where all 
the participants in the Kokoda Youth Challenge, 
who had just completed walking The Track, 
were camping for their last night in P.N.G. They were a great bunch of up and coming young Australians and we Vets. 
were privileged to present them with their award medals.  The dinner, under the stars on a beautiful tropical night was 
fine, and later we had quite a detailed Q & A session wherein we three Vets. were bombarded with many most 
intelligent, and sometimes difficult to answer questions.  
Day three was our big day.  Transport took us North  from Kokoda, past the new Oivi and on to Gorari.  We were 
welcomed by the Village Chief and escorted to a prepared shaded area close to where the memorial plaque is 
positioned. 

The formal proceedings were opened by the Village Chief, who was well 
versed in the Kokoda campaign history and followed by an indigenous 
priest who blessed the gathering and the still obscured plaque.  
President Alan gave an excellent and moving address and was followed 
by Wayne Weatherall, who had donated the plaque. I spoke about the 
ties that have existed between New Guineans and Australians since the 
Fuzzy Wuzzi Angels made their massive contribution to saving mainland 
Australia from Japanese invasion. 
I was then invited to unveil the plaque, by cutting the flower decorated 
surrounding drape and to end proceedings by reciting The Ode. 
A delightful tropical lunch, with lashings of fresh fruit, followed and then 
the farewell, the transport back to Kokoda and airflight back to Port 
Moresby.  Back in Moresby, Wayne Wetherall treated us to a tour of the 
city before dinner. 
Our return home the following morning, after reveille at 4.30AM, left a bit 
to be desired.  Flights and connections, as planned, did not eventuate.  
We arrived back in Melbourne very tired, very late, and without Alan 
Jameson's suitcase which had been left behind at our unplanned 
Canberra stopover.  It was delivered to his home the next morning.  
In summary, I feel honoured to have been involved in such an historical 
event.  Over the years many Australians have lost their lives as 
volunteers fighting for Great Britain. This encounter in the Gorari/Oivi 
area was the first time that Australians gave their lives fighting for their 
own country Australia, on Australian territory.  After WW1 and up until 
the granting oP.N.G. independence, New Guinea was Australian territory 
so it is not incorrect to say that the Japanese did invade Australia.  

  

 

PEEKING INTO THE PAST- Honouring the 39th at Gorari 
   



Kipling’s Korner 
 

“THE SHRINE SPEAKS” 

 
 

The symbol of a Nation’s sacrifice 
I stand unchanged throughout the passing years. 

A lasting Diadem, a people’s pride, 
Each rock within my structure bathed in tears. 

 
 

I ask of you, who tread my paths and lawns, 
To realise you walk on holy ground. 

Let not a careless hand defile this stone, 
Nor loose lips utter one secular sound. 
 
 

When ye who pass me now return to dust, 
Thy children’s children in the years to be, 

               Shall see me still unchanged by time’s swift hand, 
A Monarch representing liberty. 

 
 

Throughout the years I watch the busy throng,  
Who travel upon path and road. 

Youth with head high and swinging tread, 
Ages bent and weathered by life’s heavy load. 

 
 

                                              Ships out at sea, I watch them as they sail, 
                                                Frail craft, which time will bring to cold decay. 

                                          Buildings grow up with in the city square, 
Grand for a space but they shall pass away. 

 
 

Shall leaf decked trees that curtsey to the wind, 
     Sweet fragrant flowers in the that blossom Spring, 

Myriads of birds that fill the air with song, 
All these shall die and as a bird takes wing. 

 
 

Such a loving hand  hath fashioned me with care, 
     So I shall satnd through fire, through storm and flood, 

                                               That all who follow on may learn with pride 
                                                   A Nation bought me with the price of blood. 

 
 

                                                          One hope is mine one prayer alone I pray, 
That this my fair young land may never see, 
Through all the changes and decaying years 

An alien flag float here in Victory.



The Jack Duffy Story 



JACK  DUFFY 
V280195  

(One of our living legends) 
 
When Jack was called up for military service, he commenced with the 2nd Field 
Ambulance on the 5th November of 1941 at Mt Martha, his job Ambulance Driver.Three 
weeks later he volunteered for the 39th together with an old school chum, Syd Pyke, they 
were keen to go to a tropical island, dreamed of hunting, fishing and picking bananas of 
the trees. 
At Darley Camp he was with H/Q Company, more driving, his senior officer was Sgt. 
Shaw a WW1 veteran, as most Officers and NCO”S were. Christmas Dinner at Darley in 
1941 was special, parents of the troops were invited, and Jack’s Mum and Dad both 
came, next day they were off on to New Guinea for a holiday. 

 
Boxing Day 1941, the troop train left Bacchus Marsh Station, lunch was at Seymour and the journey ended at 
Woolloomooloo Wharf in Sydney straight off the train and up the gang plank of the mighty big “Aquitania”. 
Jack was lucky, he and Syd Pyke got to share a two-bed cabin on D Deck. 
All on board had platoon duties, when battle stations called, Jack stood guard over 5ton of potatoes.  There were no 
real emergencies or threats on the way to Port Moresby. 
They disembarked via tenders to Port Moresby, most of the Battalion were marched out to the 7 mile aerodrome, again 
Jack got lucky, he stayed back guarding stores and kits left on the wharf, they later went by truck out to the camp. 
At this time Jack and Ron Halsall were chosen to be Dispatch Riders and given BSA motorcycles, they carried 
messages between Port Moresby, 7mile drome and other camps, such as Bootless Bay. 
Life was not easy, difficulties included the bloody flies in the daytime and at night the mozzies came, the introduction to 
hard rations bullybeef and biscuits, better get used to this. Slept on the ground for some time as the tents, stretchers 
and mosquito netting were slow in arriving. 
Jack vividly recalls his first Japanese bombing raid, 7 planes bombed the aerodrome at midday, this was unusual as 
most bombings occurred at night with a full moon, there was no searchlights and the planes were too high for the anti 
aircraft weapons. 
Jack did get caught one day when on the motorcycle a Jap bomber came over, commenced dropping bombs on to the 
road in front of him, Jack quickly left the bike and lay in a roadside ditch.  
 
B Company was the first to leave to march over the Kokoda Track, he remembers all the lads, boots and socks off and 
feet in the air, for the Doctor to inspect the condition of the feet, prior to what was expected to be a very hard march. 
The remainder of the battalion was expecting to travel to Buna by sea, however the Japanese landing prevented this, 
so all the other Companies also marched north via the track. 
Jack’s memory of the track “we thought we would never get there, it was very steep and rugged and it rained every 
night, combined with the sweat you were always wet” and the higher they climbed the colder the nights became.  
Once in action, Jack was attached to the Signals, establishing and repairing the communication lines between the 
companies and H/Q. There were about 30 in the signals, although he carried a revolver, only saw a live Japs from a 
distance, however he did see plenty of dead ones. 
On the track supplies were poor, both food and ammunition was air dropped and carried forward by the carriers, they 
then carried the wounded out. 
Jack survived the track without any serious injury or disease and was later withdrawn to Koitaki then Hombrom Bluff 
and later Pyramid Point as a reserve battalion. 
 
The next stage was the northern beaches campaign, flown to Popendetta, they then marched to Soputa and on to 
Gona. 
Gona was a mess, here as a runner, often had to make his way through stinking swamp to relay messages, was not 
long before being struck down with malaria and dysentery. 
One of his very close mates Les Ryan contracted Scrub Typhus only lasting a few days, he died on Christmas Day 
1942.  
Jack was flown back to Pt. Moresby spent 6 weeks in 2/9 AGH, then back to Australia on leave. 
After his leave Jack was transferred to the 36th Battalion as the 39th had been disbanded, without a reason, to this day 
most 39th veterans are disappointed that this happened. 
 
With the 36th Battalion, back to New Guinea, on the  “Duntroon” to Buna, time spent there unloading ships, the war in 
that part of New Guinea was almost over, Jack returned to Australia and spent the rest of his Army days with the 114th 
General Transport in Sydney and Newcastle and finally discharged from the 120th Transport at Fisherman’s Bend on 
December 11th 1945. 
  



 

     A  Veteran’s Story 
Corporal Clifford John Clay V68934 VX106077 

Corporal Clifford John Clay v68934 VX106077 was killed in action on the 8th 
December 1942. He came from Bagshot not far out of Bendigo and is 
remembered on the local honour board from the State School. His parents 
received a letter of condolence from the King. The cutting from the local 
newspaper reports his death. 
 

  



THE WORLD OF LEARNING TODAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOMINATED FOR --- BEST E-MAIL OF THE YEAR:      After being interviewed by the school administration, the 
prospective teacher said:    "Let me see if I've got this right.  You want me to go into that room with all those kids, 
correct their disruptive behaviour,observe them for signs of abuse, monitor their dress habits,  censor their T-shirt 
messages  and instil in them a love for learning.     
You want me to check their backpacks for weapons, wage war on drugs and sexually transmitted diseases, and raise 
their sense of self-esteem and personal pride.    You want me to teach them good citizenship, sportsmanship and fair 
play, and how to vote, balance a chequebook, and apply for a job.    
 You want me to check their heads for lice, recognize signs of antisocial behaviour, and ensure that they all pass their 
final exams. You also want me to provide them with an equal education regardless of their ability or handicaps, and 
communicate regularly with their parents in English, Greek, Arabic, Vietnamese or Mandarin or any other language, by 
letter, telephone, newsletter, and issue a report card that doesn't offend.      
 You want me to do all this with a piece of chalk, a blackboard, a bulletin board, a few books, a big smile, and a starting 
salary that qualifies me for" New Start."    
 You want me to do all this, and then you tell me......    I CAN'T wear a little cross or say "Happy Christmas"  because 
someone might take offence?   



The Banner arrives at Camberwell Grammar School 
Earlier in the year a Memorandum of Understanding was signed with Camberwell Grammar and on the 4th May the 
Banner was officially placed at the school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below is part of the address given to the Cadets, on that occasion, by the President, Merren Stockdale.  
 
“Connecting with young people to tell the story of the 39th Infantry Battalion is very important. This marching Banner is 
also extremely important. Combining the two in a meaningful way is momentous, so . . . thank you Camberwell 
Grammar.  
To help you understand the why we hold this Banner in such high regard I’m going to point out a few facts.  
Firstly, it is not just a piece of bunting. . .  it is the marching Banner designed by the veterans of the 39th Australian 
Infantry Battalion and based on the Kings Colours. It was intended to be carried by them, the returned soldiers, on 
ANZAC Days, Kokoda Days and other very formal events. Now with only 14 veterans still living (and all of them well 
into their 90s), it is up to their descendants and supporters to carry it in their name. A real honour. 
This Banner is a symbol of the spirit and service of the 39th Battalion whose motto is Factus non Verbis, - deeds not 
words. The stories of these soldiers show they definitely took their motto to heart.  
The full history of this Infantry Battalion can be read in books like To Kokoda and Beyond by Vic Austin or Mud over 
Blood, by Carl Johnson. Both books are in your school library and can give you all the information you need. However, 
for a potted version of this history you only have to look at the Banner. It speaks for itself. 
In big letters across the top are the words Infantry Battalion. The word ‘Infantry’ tells us these soldiers were engaged in 
military battles on foot, they were known as foot soldiers.   
Now, the word ‘battalion’. It sounds a lot like ‘battle’, and that's a clue to its meaning. The dictionary tells us 
Battalions are smaller units in the army engaged in a battle.  In a Battalion there are usually between 600 to 1,000 
soldiers at any one time although that is quite a flexible number.  
So, already, by just looking at the top line we know the banner honours a small group of foot soldiers defending our 
country.  
Dividing the words Infantry and Battalion are the numbers 39 . . . this is the Battalions name and is where history really 
starts to show.  
In the first world war there was the 39th AIF Battalion, the second world war saw the formation of the 39th Militia 
Battalion and in more recent times the 39th Operational Support Battalion, which is serving our country even as we 
meet here today.  
All were, or are, proud wearers of the brown over red colour patch – commonly referred to as mud over blood, which 
you can see right in the middle of the Banner. Colour patches are worn by soldiers to not only identify individuals as 
members of units, but also reflect the story of the unit. In this case it is an oval or football shape, the red below usually 
announces it to be a Victorian unit and the brown above stamps it as the 39th.  It is the signature of the Battalion.  
Finally, we come to the yellow scrolls down both sides. They are a great hint to where the Battalion fought and so they 
add more to the picture. Just as military personnel are awarded medals for outstanding achievements, Battle Honours 
are awarded to Battalions. They recognize outstanding success, not just time spent fighting, during demanding and 
extremely difficult campaigns. Each of these yellow scrolls is a Battle Honour awarded to the 39th Battalion (1941-43). 
Each scroll represents loss of life, suffering, but ultimately success on the battle fields of Papua. 
I hate picking out one Battle honour because all were so costly to the men involved. However, one in particular is worth 
drawing to your attention - the Kokoda Trail. The 39th Battalion is the only Australian unit to be awarded that particular 
honour. 
For some people the Banner just looks like a piece of green cotton with some flashes of yellow. Its monetary value is 
negligible, it’s not even worth a second look. For others, what it represents is priceless. It serves as a link to the 
Battalion’s past and honours all who wore the mud over blood colour patch in 1941 to 43. Many didn’t return, some 
returned with memories that would haunt them for the rest of their lives. Still others returned with a resolve to 
remember their mates, to tell their stories, and to try and stop something like that ever happening again.  
So, as president of the 39th Battalion Association, I say thank you when I see younger generations respecting the 
banner, learning the history and honouring all those who served to keep our country free. 
I hope you can understand why the Association is so grateful that Camberwell Grammar has agreed to be custodian of 
this piece of history and join us on our journey.       Lest we forget. 



CAMBERWELL GRAMMAR SCHOOL CADETS BECOME CARETAKERS OF THE BANNER 
 
On Friday 17th May the 39th Battalion Banner was placed into the safe keeping of the Camberwell Grammar Cadet 
Unit. It will be on display in a specially constructed cabinet. Our President, Merren Stockdale and veteran Alan Moore 
supported by Vice President David Bellairs and members Norman Stockdale,Malcolm Owen, Kerry and Erin Sumbler 
represented the Battalion at the ceremony. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Assistant Principal Rob French 
 
Merren Stockdale with Alan Moore      

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Alan Moore with a members of staff and a cadet. 

 
Merren Stockdale, David & Robyn 

Bellairs, Malcolm Owen & Alan 
Moore 



PNG 2019 
Dylan Howard and his Mother retrace his Grandfather’s Footsteps 

A PICTORIAL RECORD   
 
 
 
 

 

 


